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Dedicated 
By Dorothy Brown Thompson 


AGER little Samuel, left among strange faces, 
Learning tasks of helpfulness in wide temple 

spaces, 

Schooled in keeping silence lest boisterous sounds 
annoy, . 

Taught to burnish golden lamps but not to hold a 
toy — 

Do you find it hard to be God’s little boy ? 


Household ways and mother ways, all grown remote, 
Dwindled to a yearly kiss, a new little coat ; 
Breathing smoke from incense and sacrificial beasts, 
Giving swift obedience to kind old priests — 
What should God’s boy know of homes or hearths or 
feasts ? 


None to tuck you in tonight, where the shadows lurk ; 

Tired as older folk are tired, with the day’s work, 
Wondering at life perhaps, that gives no choice... 
Yet another hour and how you will rejoice — 
Thrilling to the mystery of God’s own voice! 








The Transformed Jew 
The Jews will yet bring the world its greatest 


blessing. God has called them to do this, and “the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance” 
(Rom, 11:29). Many a Jew has already shown in 
his own life the beauty, unselfishness and holiness of 
the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, who after the 
flesh was a Jew. The late Louis Meyer was an Is- 
raelite of this sort. In a sketch of his life by Delavan 
L. Pierson we are told that, after he had accepted 
Christ as his Saviour, and knowing the reputation 
of his race in financial dealings, Mr. Meyer “deter- 
mined that none should say that he made capital out 
of his Christian faith. Consequently he used his pen 
and tongue for the cause of Christ without money and 
without price. This was one of the main reasons why 
he would not become a salaried missionary to the 
Jews. He did not wish to commercialize his conver- 
sion.” He was persecuted and ostracized by his 
Jewish friends and relatives, then some of these who 
stood high in the commercial and business world re- 
sorted to more subtle methods, He was ministering 
to a Gentile congregation, receiving a salary of $900, 
the sole means of livelihood for himself and his fam- 
was being withheld for 
going on, one day he was 
e telephone. “A cousin in 
e business interests in the 
usiness position in his store 
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at a salary of $10,000 annually. Realizing that the 
acceptance of such an offer would mean the aban- 
donment of the Gospel ministry, without a moment’s 
hesitation he positively refused even to consider such 
a proposition. If there ever was a man over whom 
the love of money had no power, that man was “Louis 
Meyer. His services were absolutely unpurchasable 
at any price, save as the Master directed and led. 
And this is all the more singular, when we consider 
the fact that he came of the race that has taught 
the world the worship of mammon as well as the 
worship of God.” When we read of a testimony like 
this, we begin to realize something of what Paul meant 
when he said of the Jews: “Now if the fall of them 
be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of 
them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their 
fulness?” (Rom. 11: 12.) : 


=< 
When the Comfort Comes Home 


Comfort means “much strength,” or “strength 
added.” So comfort from God means increased 
strength from God. There is no book of comfort like 
the Bible, which is God’s own Word. From Genesis 
to Revelation it is a comforting, strengthening book. 
Those who have had the joy of passing on its comfort 
to others in times of need may also have an unexpected 
experience of that same comfort coming home to 
themselves. A Christian pastor who is a beloved 
member of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times Family 
writes in a personal letter to the Editor about the 
Homegoing of his father on his eighty-second birth- 
day. The wife and mother is in her eightieth year. 
The son and pastor writes: “For these many, many 
years God has permitted us to continue an unbroken 
family — father, mother, two sisters, and myself, my 
father being the first one to go. Often have I sought 
to comfort others with those precious words of I 
Thessalonians 4: 13-18, but now I know from personal 
experience the comfort they bring. It has almost 
seemed as though my father had taken a journey for 
a short time and we would meet again soon, But as 
I meditate upon God’s Word there comes the assur- 
ance of not only meeting again soon, but also of that 
meeting in which there will not only be the joy of 
seeing him, but of being forever with Him whom we 
shall see face to face—the ‘One altogether lovely.’” 
The comforting Scripture passage tells us that “the 


dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.” And the wonderful pas- 
sage closes with the message of God’s own strength: 
a" COMFORT one another with these 
words.” 


x 
Sure To Be Attacked 


There are certain things that will always be 
atacked in this world. A Christian missionary writes 
to a friend about a new book that stands for the old 
faith: “It is sure to be attacked because it sets forth 
clearly those things for which we stand and which 
can never be popular.” There is a startling challenge 
in those last words — “which can never be popular.” 
Is it really possible that the Gospel of salvation, pro- 
vided by God’s infinite love for a lost world, can never 
be popular in this lost world? While sin and Satan 
are at large, it is true. If it were not so, “then is 
the offence of the cross ceased” (Gal. 5:11). Men 
are offended when they are told that they are lost 
souls, and that they deserve hell, and that their only 
escape from the second death is their personal accept- 
ance of Christ’s sacrifice in their behalf when he bore 
their own sins in his body on the tree. There are 
some very popular religions today, some of them even 
making much of the name of Christ, and they are 
sweeping things before them; but one secret of their 
popularity is the fact that they leave out the offence 
of the cross. Preach that truthfully and fearlessly, 
and you are sure to be attacked. The Lord promised 
his disciples that they would be attacked: “If the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world: would 
love his own. . .. Remember the word that I said unto 
you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you” 
(John 15: 18-20). There are popular preachers and 
religious leaders who are not being attacked but are 
welcomed on every side; of such the Lord said: “Woe 
unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for 
so did their fathers to the false prophets” (Luke 6: 
26). The Christian missionary quoted above said 
also: “Our longing is indeed the way of the cross. 
‘The shelter of the precious blood’—we are none of 
us safe apart from that each day of our lives.” 


A Word to Pilgrims 


quiet of a secret place, the eleventh chapter of 

Hebrews. It is a gracious spiritual exercise to 
reflect upon the story of those who are mentioned as 
heroes of the faith, and whose deeds rested upon 
faith as the ground and the explanation of their God- 
ward obedience, 

It is a good time now to rehearse for ourselves, 
each in accordance with his own conscious needs, the 
ground-work of our faith, and why it is that the 
believing Christian may regard the details of his cir- 
cumstances with evenness of mind, as he recalls fact 
after fact that clearly lies at the foundations of faith. 
Right in the heart of the hero and heroine list in the 
early part of that marvelous chapter, a reason is given 
for the way in which these faith-filled believers acted 
as they did. The promises were beckoning them, and 
in the light of these promises they were not moving 
through this earthly life in fear.and in doubt, but we 
are told that, having seen these promises afar off, 
and having been persuaded of them that they are true, 
and having accepted them at their God-given value, 
they confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth, “for they that say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they 
had been mindful of that country from whence they 
came out, they might have had opportunity to re- 
turn. But now they desire a better country, that 
is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to 


be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a 
city. 


|: IS a good time now to read over again, in the 


These then— Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and 
Sarah — fully realized that there was beyond this pres- 
ent, in which they were strangers and pilgrims, a 
heavenly goal not like the country from which they 
moved out in body or in spirit, but a city that God 
had prepared for them and for others like them. 
They were of that noble company of whom it is said, 
“And these all, having obtained a good report through 
faith, received not the promise: God having provided 
some better thing for us, that they without us should 
not be made perfect.” ’ 

A pilgrim is a wayfarer, a passer-by, usually one 
whose heart is set upon a goal, not within the place 
in which his footsteps mark the road that he is tak- 
ing, but at the end of that road beyond present cir- 
cumstances. He is a stranger because he has left the 
country that was his, and is now passing through a 
country with which he does not feel in intimate con- 
tact, and he is heading for the fulfillment of his heart’s 
desire in-a goal beyond. 

It would solve: many an immediate problem. for 
the Christian if he would realize his actual detachment 
from the things of tirne and sense around him. No 
one can picture a sensible pilgrim with an excess of 
luggage, for the wise pilgrim travels light. in order 
not to be hindered in progress toward his goal. 

Many of us suffer from disappointments and mis- 
understandings because we do not always remember 
that this earth-country through which we are trayel- 
ing has not the aspects .or the atmosphere of a real 
home, with all its holy and- lovely sanctions, to one 
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who has been «xeeping in mind the glowing promises 
concerning another home toward which our footsteps 
are tending. Numberless intrusions upon the real pic- 
ture of a lovable hame break in upon our conscious- 
ness as we are passing through the earth-scenes, and 
these intrusions cut straight across the deep joys and 
natural satisfactions of our temporary abiding places 
which we call home, and which are rich in very many 
of the cherished and precious things that belong to the 
life in which we are. But moments undoubtedly come 
when the veil lifts, and far up the vista of the long 
road we see other lights gleaming, and we know that 
God has prepared for us a home of surpassing love- 
liness which does not take away any of the abiding 
elements of the earthly home, but so transcends these 
blessings that one is quite willing to wait in patience 
and assured hope for the glad arrival. 

Meantime, the pilgrim attitude does not in the least 
impair our appreciation of the blessings with which 
God has surrounded us. The Word is rich in recogni- 
tion of precious relationships in this life, and constant 
counsel and admonition as to the ways in which God’s 
good gifts during this pilgrimage may best be used 
as life unfolds in his service. There is no gloom about 
this, no wailing of the spirit necessary to the Chris- 
tian’s faithfulness. There are indeed many things of 
trivial or empty value that one is tempted to lift into 
the group of necessary things under the influence of 
worldly opinion and our own unchained desires. But 
if the Christian will face these allurements squarely, 
he can put them, and keep them, in their rightful place 
so far as his own life is concerned, and he need not 
carry the load upon the way. 

The pilgrim’s comfort lies in that which he sees 
with the eyes of faith. He needs the love of friends 
around him. He needs the ordinary incitements to 
a worthy life. He needs the contact with others along 
the way in an exchange of experiences. For human 
fellowship is very revealing, and much of it is so 
evidently a part of God’s plan for one’s life that it 
would be a great mistake to say that, because one 
has a goal, there is nothing along the way that need 
draw the attention or interest. 

What we need is to realize the temporary and sub- 
ordinate character of our surroundings as compared 
with the larger values which the promises of God 
reveal concerning the days beyond. It is a tendency 
of the human mind to imagine that the same trees 
down by the river will be there when we come again, 
that the old house will be just as inviting and ample 
and solid as it always has been; that the old friends 
of twenty-five years ago will enjoy much the same 
things that they did then, and will be just as charming 
and friendly as ever. Go back to the old neighbor- 
hood some time, and review things as they were. Is 
there not a great difference? Do you not turn away 
from the old scenes with a slight sense of disappoint- 
ment? You can stand by the pasture bars where you 
once stood, and look out over the same fields; but they 
are not just the same. The voices that you once 
heard are not there any more. In the evening as 
you gather around the fire it is not the same group. 
Change flows across the years as the river down 
there beyond the meadow flows across the landscape. 
Some of the old land is all overgrown now, and you 
almost feel as though you did not want to go back 
again because of the changes. 

It is very easy for the spirit to become overburdened 
with sadness in the pilgrim’s heart as he pushes on 
his way; but this need not be. There are higher 
sanctions that lie beyond. The heroes of the faith 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews had seen the premises 
afar off. They believed them. They took them to 
themselves, and acted upon them, recognizing that they 
themselves were indeed strangers ahd pilgrims on the 
earth, and by so doing they declared plainly that they 
were seeking a country. They desired a better coun- 
try than the one with which they were familiar. And 
is it not a most remarkable way of putting it, that 
on this account God is not ashamed to be called their 
God? Can we take to ourselves in its contrary aspect 
the truth that the Spirit is here setting forth that it is 
possible for God to be ashamed to be called our God 
if we so ignore and misunderstand his marvelous prep- 
arations for us that we know little of the expectant 
joy of the heavenly city? 

What we need just now, in this time of otherwise 
depressing circumstances, is to realize that we have 
not arrived, and that this is not our terminal station. 
We are not to expect that our interests, our occupa- 
tions, our ups and downs as pressing upon us here, are 
worthy of the attention or attachment that should 
mark a goal such as beckoned to the ancient faith- 
filled pilgrims. It is a tremendously heartening fact 
that a great deal we regard as highly menacing in 
importance is incidental to the passing of the stranger 
or pilgrim through a country out of which he will soon 
emerge into a better country. 

Shall we, then, let present circumstances loom so 
large either for good or for ill that it will obscure 
the goal? Shall we not rather see with the eye of 
faith the true meaning of our present experiences, 
enjoy God's rich blessings of discipline, and all the 
sendings of a loving heavenly Father, while looking 
beyond, and walking in step with the pilgrims whose 
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resolute decisions rested upon the faith which enabled 
them to go through, and to go on, to that which God 
had prepared for them? The troubled pilgrim whose 
eyes are beholding chiefly the incidents of the road 
needs to lift his eyes from the dust and the rough- 
ness, yes, and even from the pleasant smoothness of 
a comfortable way, and set his heart, not in a bitter 
asceticism with respect to the present, but with an 
eager joy upon the better country, assured of the new 
life that palpitates in that heavenly atmosphere. 


Hark! hark, my soul! Angelic songs are swelling 
O’er earth’s green fields and ocean’s wave-beat shore: 
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How sweet the truth those blessed strains are telling 
Of that new life when sin shall be no more. 


Far, far away, like bells at evening pealing, 
The voice of Jesus sounds o’er land and sea; 
And laden souls, by thousands meekly stealing, 
Kind Shepherd, turn their weary steps to Thee. 


Rest comes at length: though life be long and dreary, 
The day must dawn, and darksome night be past; 
Faith’s journeys end in welcomes to the weary, 
And Heaven, the heart’s true home, will come at last. 


Angels of Jesus, Angels of light, 
Singing to welcome the pilgrims of the night! 





De Jehovah ” or “Lord” 
the Correct Word ? 


Is the substitution of “Jehovah” for “Lord” in the 
American Revision of the Old Testament justifiable? 

I am not a Hebrew scholar, but I have been in- 
formed: 

1. That in the ancient unpointed Hebrew text only 
the consonants are written, leaving the vowels to be 
supplied according to the knowledge or judgment of 
the reader. 

2. That the written name of God was never pro- 
nounced but that another word was substituted for it. 

3. That our word “Lord” is the exact rendering 
into English of the substitvted term. 

It would seem, then, that “Jehovah” is little more 
than a conjectural term. Why should we use it 
when to children and young people it is at best only 


a repellent, barbarous, foreign word?—A New. York 
teader. 


The substitution of “Jehovah” by the American 
Revisers for the familiar “Lorp”’ of the Authorized 
Version has raised again and again in the minds of 
Bible readers the question, Which of the two is cor- 
hae The main facts, so far as known, are as fol- 
ows: 


1. The covenant name of the God of Israel is writ- 
ten in the Hebrew Bible YHWH. As it has four 
letters it is often called the Tetragram. 


2. The exact pronunciation of the word YHWH is 
unknown. In Hebrew, as in most other Semitic lan- 
guages, the vowels werc indicated only partially if 
at all. There exists no thoroughly reliable extra- 
Biblical tradition as to the correct pronunciation of 
this word. Many scholars regard Yahweh as the 
original form. This may be correct. It seems re- 
markable that the proper pronunciation of a word 
which occurs nearly 7,000 times in the Old Testament 
should not be definitely known. But such is actually 
the case. It is noteworthy that, despite the fact that 
the Old Testament is frequently cited in the New, the 
latter nowhere contains the Tetragram. Had our Lord 
and his apostles deemed it important that its correct 
spelling be preserved, we would expect the word to 
occur in the New Testament. The fact that it does 
not seems to imply that the original pronunciation 
is not a matter of importance for the Christian. 


3. The principal reason that we are in ignorance 
as to the correct pronunciation of the Tetragram is 
that, within a century or more after the completion of 
the Old Testament, the word Lorp (Hebrew, 
*Adonay) was substituted for it in reading the Hebrew 
Scriptures. (Where the Tetragram was accompanied 
by the word Lord, the tautology of using Lord twice 
was avoided by substituting Gop for the Tetragram; 
e. g., Lord Gop (Ezek. 2:4). This occurs about 300 
times.) According to Jewish tradition the utter- 
ing of the Sacred Name YHWH was gradually re- 
stricted to the temple at Jerusalem, and even to the 
high priest on the day of atonement. Finally it ceased 
to be uttered at all. Various explanations may be 
given of this avoidance of the use of the sacred name: 
fear of its profanation vy themselves or others, ex- 
cessive reverence, even gross superstition, may all 
have contributed. At any rate, we know from the 
Septuagint. (Greek). Version of the Old Testament, 
that in reading the Scriptures this substitution was 
made several centuries before our era. 

4. This substitution of "Adonay for YHWH, what- 
ever its origin, has the sanction of New Testament 
usage. Not merely does the Tetragram nowhere oc- 
cur in the New Testament; the word LORD is sub- 
stituted for it in quoting the Old Testament. Psalm 
110:I is quoted in all the Synoptic Gospels in the 
form, “the Lord (kurios) said unto my Lord 
(kurios),” etc., although the Old Testament passage 
reads, “YHWH said unto my Lord.” It is significant 
that in this New Testament passage, where our Lord 
cites the witness of the Old Testament to himself 
with such effectiveness, no attempt is made to pre- 
serve a distinction which is clearly present in the 
Hebrew. Here if anywhere in the New Testament 


we might expect the Hebrew name for the Covenant 
God of Israel to be retained. But it is not. This 
is conclusive proof that the substitution of LORD for 
the-Tetragram has the sanction of the inspired writers 
of the New Testament. 

The: probable explanation is that the word Lord is 
better suited to express the universality of the Gospel 
than the Hebrew name YHWH. This usage has 
been followed “in all translations, so far as is known, 
from the Syriac of the second century down to the 
close of the fifteenth century.” To attribute this 
usage to “Jewish superstition,” as is done by the 
American Revisers in defending their use of Jehovah, 
is consequently quite unwarranted. The Authorized 
Version, like the great versions that preceded it, in 
using the word LORD was clearly following a usage 
sanctioned by the New Testament. 


5. The pronunciation of the Tetragram as Jehovah 
originated at the time of the Reformation and is the 
result of ignorance. As was stated above, the Tetra- 
gram was written YHWH in the Hebrew Bible. In 
reading it the Jews had been accustomed for centuries 
to substitute the word LORD. During a long period 
of time beginning with about the. sixth century A. D. 
a succession of Jewish scholars called the Massoretes 
elaborated a system of signs called vowel points, the 
addition of which to the Hebrew text was designed 
to enable the reader to pronounce the Hebrew words 
according to the traditional pronunciation. But in the 
case of the Tetragram (YHWH), instead of adding 
the pointings which would indicate its original pro- 
nunciation (probably YaHWeH) they added the 
vowels of the word LORD (’Adonay), intending 
thereby to inform the reader that he should follow 
the recognized custom of substituting the latter word. 
This was sufficient for an educated Jew. 

From the time of Jerome (4th century, A.D.) to 
the Reformation Hebrew was practically unknown 
in Western Christendom, the Latin Vulgate being 
regarded as authoritative. When the Humanists, and 
especially the Reformers, revived the study of He- 
brew they naturally made mistakes. It was only 
natural that they should pronounce the Tetragram 
with the pointings given to it just as they would do 
with any other word, unless they were aware, as many 
or most of them were not, that in its case the pointings 
indicated the substitution of another word. This re- 
sulted in the absurd composite YeHoWaH (the first 
vowel of *Adonay, which is very short, being slightly 
modified to “e”). It is this mispronunciation that has 
been anglicized as Jehovah. 

It is somewhat as if an American who strongly 
objected to the use of foreign words were to register 
his dislike of the word “boulevard” and his preference 
for “street” by adding to the abbreviated form BLVD 
the vowels of the word “street” and as a result such 
a monstrosity as “belved” were to pass into our ver- 
nacular and gradually displace the word “boulevard.” 

That the word Jehovah, arising in this way through 
a blunder, should have established itself so widely in 
Christendom, is remarkable, to say the least. That 
it is a blunder cannot be denied. Few if any will 
maintain today that this strange “composite” gives us 
the correct pronunciation of the Tetragram. The most 
that can be said for it is that, although incorrect, it 
has through long usage acquired a certain respectabil- 
ity and even prestige to which it has no proper claim. 


To sum up: 


We do not know the exact pronunciation of the Tet- 
ragram YHWH. 


We know that “Jehovah” is incorrect. 


We know that the substitution of LORD for the 
Tetragram has the highest authority, the sanction of 
the New Testament. 


It would seem natural- and eminently proper for 
those who accept the authority of the New Testament 
to follow the usage of the New Testament with regard 
to an Old Testament word the correct pronunciation 
of which is not known, rather than to adopt a pro- 
nunciation that is demonstrably incorrect. That .the 
American Revisers failed to do this is singular and 
regrettable. 
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“From Moonshine to Sunshine” 


When an Arizona bootlegger found his bottles. empty 
and an ache in his heart 





By William A. Corey 
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in the mining town of Ray, Ariz. His family, 
many of his personal friends and the ores 
e 


F= some years Mr. Johnson handled illicit liquor 


public knew nothing of his bootleg activities. 
was supposed to be an insurance broker. 

That was more than ten years ago. Brother John- 
son has told the story of tris conversion in a booklet, 
“From Moonshine to Sunshine,” from which I have 
his permission to quote as follows: 

“There came to the mining camp a preacher by 
the name of William Hawkins, Jr. He is now radio 
preacher over KRLD, Dallas, Tex. .. . The meeting 
{Mr. Hawkins’ revival meeting] dragged along with 
very little interest for, almost three weeks. One aft- 
ernoon William Hawkins suggested that they go down 
town and have a street meeting. He persuaded one 
man besides the preacher to go down with him. When 
the old boys down on the street saw this preacher get- 
ting up on a Ford to preach they all beat it, but some 
stood behind posts, looking at him. I remember that 
myself and two cronies took two pints of whiskey 
and went to the gambling room. We sat around a 
poker table and drank the whiskey and talked about 
that crazy preacher up there preaching on the street. 
I have been just crazy enough to preach in that same 
place since then. 

“My wife had asked them to pray for me, for my 
salvation up at the little church, . . . One night she 
was coming home from the revival. It was a won- 
derful night. The big old Arizona moon was shining 
on the hillsides. She had gone alone that night and 
she stopped on the hill leading up to the town site 
where our home was and said, ‘God, I know that I 
haven’t been the kind of a Christian that I should 
be: I have compromised in so many ways; I have 
been a picture-show, card-playing Christian; there 
have been rooms in my heart that I have never allowed 
you to go into; but now, God, here are the keys to 
every room; unlock them, clean them out — anything, 
but save my husband for Jesus’ sake.’ 


Soul Hunting at 5.30 A. M. ; 

“One morning about five thirty God said to Bill 
Hawkins, ‘Go and talk to that bootlegger, R. V. 
Johnson, about his soul.’ Now wasn’t that a funny 
time to deal with anyone about his soul’s salvation, 
but any time is the right time. . . . Bill believed that 
God meant just what he said. When he heard the 
call from God for him to talk to me about my soul, 
he immediately got up and dressed and came down 
the street where I lived. There was nobody up at our 
house. Bill walked up and down the road, for he said, 
‘I don’t want to give him a chance to get away,’ and 
he has told me since that the Devil got on his trail 
so hard that he had to go back to his room and get 
down on his knees and pray for strength and then 
back again on the job he came. The Devil hates a 
personal worker. ... : 

“Along about seven o’clock Bill heard some one up. 
He came to the door and knocked. It was my wife, 
and he told her not to awaken me but to tell me to 
come up to the parsonage home of E. S. Cook where 
he was staying. When I awakened my wife gave me 
the message. I didn’t know what Bill wanted. Had 
I known I would not have gone near, I thought -per- 
haps he wanted me to tack up some bills for him or 
do something to aid in the meeting that was going 
on, and I was always ready to help the church folks 
do anything of that kind. I went up to the little 
house and knocked on the door and Bill said, ‘Come 
in,’ and I walked into the room where he was staying. 

“He said, ‘Johnson, sit down, I have called you up 
here’ where it is quiet, away from the noise and away 
from the children, to talk to you about your soul’s 
salvation.’ I began to get nervous, Isn’t it funny 
how folks get nervous when you begin talking to them 
about their soul, the most vital thing in all the world? 

“I said, ‘Oh, my soul is all right,’ and I knew I was 
lying when I said it. : 

“Bill looked at me and said, ‘No, it isn’t, Johnson,’ 
for he didn’t call me ‘R. V.’ then, and he added, “You 
are betraying your wife and children.’ I almost hit 
me a preacher. Now I knew I was betraying my wife 
and children, but I didn’t want any preacher telling 
me about it. 

“And so I said, ‘I support them good. They have 
everything they want. My kiddies go to Sunday-school 
and church. If they didn’t go I would make them go. 
... 1 give to the church, and I am perfectly capable 
of taking care of my family in the right way.’ 

“Yes, but you are betraying them,’ Bill repeated. 
‘Your children don’t know that you even recognize 
a God. Those two girls growing up there, some day 
some one will tell the oldest one what you are do- 


It was God-given courage that enabled an evan- 
gelist to tell a “ respectable” bootlegger that he 
was betraying his wife and children, and to ask 
him to get down on both knees to pray. And 
after the evangelist had prayed, he asked the boot- 
legger to start a family altar at home. That faith- 
ful dealing led to the man’s conversion. This is 
another of Mr. Corey’s remarkable “ Little Stories 
of a Great Salvation,” several of which were 
published in the Times last summer. 








ing. Those two boys, do you expect them to be any 
better. than you are?’ 

“Well, that was getting pretty hot for me. And 
then Bill said in the most unexpected way, ‘Let’s have 
a word of prayer about it.’ 

“I figured that would at least keep him from talk- 
ing to me about my soul, so I said, ‘Sure,’ and put 
my head in my hands, 

“Bill looked at me and said, ‘We are going to talk 
to God now, won't you kneel with me?’ 

“I said, ‘Sure. I would have promised anything 
then just to keep him from talking to me. I would 
have stood on my head, or tried it if he had asked me 
to. So I went down on one knee. 

“Bill looked over and pointed his finger at me and 
said, ‘Put them both down,’ and I went down on 
both knees. 

“I don’t know what he prayed about. We got up 
from our knees and Bill said, ‘Now, Johnson, your 
wife wants to start a family altar down home, why 
don’t you start one?’ 

“I said, ‘That is all right with me, let her start 
one. We never fuss about anything. We started writ- 
ing letters to each other when she was ten years old 
and I was eleven, and we have always gotten along 
pretty well,’ 

“*Ves, but you should let your family know that 
at least you recognize a God,’ said Bill. ‘Now, you 
don’t have to pray, you just take the Bible and read 
some and let your wife pray.’ 

“And so I said, ‘All right, I will do that.’ 

“I went on down home and never said anything 
about a family altar or never said anything about 
what Bill had talked to me about. I went to town, 
got a little drunker than usual that day, for almost 
every day I would get a little too much liquor under 
my belt at some time or other. Of course any of it 
is too much. ‘I was standing on the bank steps with 
a group of the boys around me, and here came the 
preacher. Those boys scattered like a bunch of quail. 
I was too drunk to get away. Bill talked to me about 
the family altar that I was supposed to start, and I 
said, ‘I didn’t start one this morning, but I am sure 
going to start one.’ And he pulled a New Testament 
on me and had me read something out of it. I don’t 
know what I read. 

“Then he said, ‘Johnson, tonight (Friday), is fam- 
ily night up at the church, we are going to have fam- 
ilies sit in groups. We are g@ing to sing old-time 
hymns. Your wife will not even have to play the 
piano. Won't you come up with her and the chil- 
dren tonight?’ 

“T said, ‘I will be there.’ 

“I began to straighten up so that I would be able 
to go to church that night as I had promised... . 


A Put-Up Job 


“When I got home my wife said, ‘Verne, won’t you 
go with the children and with me tonight to the 
meeting?’ And she told me what kind of a meeting 
they were to have. I promised I would go. Now 
let me tell you something that I have learned since, 
for had I known it then it would have made me pow- 
erful mad, and I am going to let some of you old 
boys in on the secret. That was a put-up job on me 
between that preacher and my wife. But I thank God 
today that they were interested in my soul’s salva- 
tion. 

“We went to the meeting and Bill preached, but I 
don’t know what he preached ‘about. At the close of 
the service he made a funny call. He said, ‘All of 
you who have loved ones that you would like to pray 
for come forward to the altar.’ My wife and Donna 
Mae, who was almost ten years old, went forward. 
While they were there praying, E. S. Cook, pastor 
of the church, came back to talk to me. He said, 
‘R. V., how about your soul tonight?’ I told him my 
soul was all right, but I knew it wasn’t. 

“He said, ‘R. V., I don’t see how you can go home 
tonight and lay your head on your pillow and go to 
sleep with as many prayers going up for you as are 
going up to the throne of grace for your salvation’ 


“I said, ‘Cook, I’ll go home tonight and lay my 
head on my pillow and sleep fine, and I don’t want you 
to lose any sleep over it either.’ ... 

“My girl up there at the altar was praying that her 
daddy would come forward, and when I didn’t go it 
almost broke her heart. She believes and always has 
believed in a prayer-answering God and she has more 
faith today than she has had before. She sobbed 
and cried on the way home, but I was on ahead with 
the other children and I didn’t know anything about 
it. I wanted to get home. I wanted to get to bed, 
away from everything and everybody, for I had had 
a pretty tough day. I went on out on the sleeping 
porch to bed, and my girl knelt by her bed in the 
other part of the house. She raised her eyes to 
Heaven, and this was her prayer, ‘God, I won’t leave 
you alone until you save my daddy.’ That was all 
she prayed. I didn’t know this was her prayer until 
several months after my conversion. My wife’s prayer 
that night, she has told me since, was, ‘Lord, just let 
him start some way, let him just read the Bible in 
the morning, or any: way to start.’ 

“The next morning I got up with the rest of the 
folks. After I went in and opened the Bible and 
read something, but I don’t know what I read. 1 
have said since that my wife asked me to read some- 
thing. She says she didn’t, and I suppose she is right, 
she usually is. I wanted a drink, and I wanted it 
badly. I got away as quickly as possible and started 
to town, for I knew that down there in my office I 
had some Arizona moonshine. During my career as 
a bootlegger in Arizona I had either managed or 
had leased every soft drink counter in town at one 
time or another, and on the side sold liquor. Now here 
I was in an insurance office supposed to be selling fire 
insurance, but really taking more interest in the sell- 
ing of fire water, My office was in the front end of 
the post office, two doors from the police station. ' 
There was a big safe in there that I kept the liquor 
in, and above the safe was Abe Lincoln’s picture 
draped in an American flag and the Eighteenth 
Amendment working twenty-four hours a day. I was 
very patriotic. I never saw a bootlegger in my life 
who wouldn’t fight if you told him he was unpatri- 
otic, and yet they belong to that great group of un- 
patriotic enemies of the United States, both retailer 
and consumer. ... 


“Thou Compassest My Path” 


“I walked quickly down the hill and at the bridge 
over the little creek that ran through the town of Ray 
the path came onto the pavement. It was probably 
half a mile walk to town. When I reached the pave- 
ment God was there waiting for me. Now please read 
on. Don’t call me crazy. I don’t say that I saw God, 
but I knew his presence was there just the same as I 
know the presence of anyone near me today, and the 
words, ‘You are betraying your wife and children’ 
came to me. ‘Why don’t you do what is right?’ 
And almost immediately it seemed to me that there 
was another personage there, the Devil... . And this 
is what the Devil said to me: ‘R. V., don’t be fool- 
ish. Go on and have a good time. You are making 
plenty of money. You have never been caught. You 
can go on in the same way and eventually you will 
have plenty. Don’t do anything foolish.’ 

“All this time this same loving Holy Spirit was 
leading me closer to my Saviour. I knew every man, 
woman, and child in that country. If a dog or cat 
crossed the road I could tell you whose it was. If 
a burro tipped over my garbage can I could probably 
tell you whose burro it was, and yet I do not remem- 
ber seeing but two men on my trip to town that morn- 
ing ten years ago. I ran into them on the highway 
and backed up, saying, ‘Excuse me.’ I do remember 
the big Hercules ore bin that stands along the road 
this side of the main part of town. I do not remem- 
ber passing down Main Street. I remember fitting 
the key into the lock of my door in the front end of 
the post office, two doors from the police station. It 
seemed that these two personages (God and the 
Devil) left me there, but the battle went on in my 
heart. I went inside the office aiid closed the door. 
I went over to my safe; there it was with Old Glory 
up above it and honest Abe looking down. I worked 
the combination on that safe, quickly opened the door, 
and there was my jug. I raised it up, and there wasn’t 
a drop in it. I usually kept one gallon in the jug 
and several bottles for customers, never keeping more 
than two gallons in the place at one time, and re- 
plenishing perhaps several times a day as I needed it. 
I opened the door where I kept the bottled goods. 
There were bottles there all right, but they, too, were 
empty. I thought to myself, ‘R. V., you sure are 
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crazy today.’ For I knew that the day before, my 
whiskey running partner had laid in a supply. I de- 
cided I would phone him to bring some more. I 
remember —I will never forget it—I reached out just 
as far as I could, but I could not reach my phone. 
have had a noted physician tell me since that he could 
follow me all the way through the story of my con- 
version until I said, ‘I couldn’t reach my phone.’ He 
said you mean you did not want to reach it, but I 
said, ‘No, I wanted to but couldn't.’ 

“I turned back toward my safe. I had no trouble 
in moving. I opened the safe door. again. I pulled 
open the bottle drawer and there were my bottles. 
I held them up to see if I couldn’t get just one little 
nip out of them, but it wasn’t there. Then I would 
turn to my phone again, but there was no use, I could 
not reach it. Now I believe in a supernatural working 
God. They are trying to take him away from us 
today just as fast as they can. The Modernists, a 
lot of Sunday-school literature, and many of the books 
studied by young preachers are doing away with the 
supernatural God and the miracles of God just as fast 
as they can, reasoning things out. ... I believe we 
have miracles in God’s Word just as he said they hap- 
pened, and I believe that the same God that put the 
mdon on high, the same God that threw out handfuls 
of stars up there; the same God that causes this old 
earth to turn and we see the sun on time every morn- 
ing; the same God that made these wonderful Ari- 
zona hills, the same God that made our great deserts, 
the same miracle-working God would have torn my 
right arm from its socket, he would have dropped me 
dead on that cement floor before he would have let 
me reach that phone. He was answering my little 
girl’s prayer, ‘God, I won't leave you alone until you 
save my daddy.’ 

“I was in that office in that condition for about two 
hours like a crazy man, and then something happened 
in my life that should have happened years ago. 
should not have waited until I was almost thirty-four 
years of age before accepting Christ as my Saviour. 
I should not have let the Devil camouflage things 
through those years. Those years could have been 
used for my Lord. 

“Finally I sat down in a chair at my typewriting 
desk in the middle of the room and I raised my eyes 
to: Heaven and I said, ‘God, I’m through.’ I didn’t 
know enough about my Bible to say, ‘I accept Christ 
as'my Saviour.’ Whenever an old boy comes to the 
place where he can say, ‘God, I’m through,’ then God 
is ready to step in and clean him up and make a new 
creation in Christ Jesus out of him. 
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“Oh, the joy and happiness that came into my heart 
with the realization that the weight of sin was gone! 
I was happy, I wanted to tell somebody, and 1 have 
been wanting to tell somebody ever since. You could 
take the clothes from off my back, you could take 
my life, but you could never take the happiness and 
joy from my heart that has been there for over ten 
years. 

“I opened the front door to that office and ran out 
on the street, and the first one that God put me up 
against about my salvation was my whiskey running 
partner, whom I had tried to get to call for another 
delivery. Calling him by name I said, ‘I’m through.’ 

“He said, ‘What’s the matter? Pinched?’ 

“And I answered, ‘I have turned over a new leaf.’ 
That was my way of explaining the new birth.” 


But “R. V.” had done more than merely turn over 
a new leaf. He had turned his life over to One who 
is “mighty to save, and strong to deliver.” 

He went to California and took the full course in 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. Money was not 
as plentiful as in the old bootlegging days. His 
finances went to the point where he spent his last 
fifteen cents for a bottle of milk. 

But God made good Philippians 4:19, and soon 
after his graduation he was able to purchase for a 
few dollars a gasoline buggy with which to journey 
back to Arizona and begin preaching Christ crucified. 

This Ford was of a past generation of Fords, and 
it “enjoyed” most of the weaknesses and ailments of 
extreme age. It was rheumatic, asthmatic, cataleptic, 
and epileptic. It sometimes threw fits. 

But the famous climate of Arizona gave it new 
life, and it carried “R. V.” as his friends (who are 
legion) familiarly call him, over six thousand miles 
of valley, mountain, and mesa, preaching the Gospel 
in the open air, on street corners, and vacant lots, and 
in tents, halls, and churches. 

Then he accepted a pastorate in Phoenix. But his 
fidelity to the Bible and the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith soon compelled him to sever relations 
with denominational churches and go out in the high- 
ways and byways and build up a following of his 
own. This he did, and today he preaches to crowded 
congregations and keeps them constantly tuned to re- 
vival pitch; with radio revival campaigns, pastoral 
ministrations, relief of the poor, and so on, to occupy 
his “spare time.” So in these various ways this one- 
time bootlegger now boots the Devil. 

Los ANGELES. 


Two Sisters Trust God in the Depression 


A decreasing income, a garden to care 
for, and two Bible texts 








By Alice Purves-Smith . 
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S WE all know, we are living in a time of 

financial depression as world-wide as has ever 

been experienced in history, and many of the 
Lord’s people are having to take their share of dif- 
ficulty and loss. About two years ago my income 
and my sister’s began to decrease, until in April, 1931, 
we found ourselves with very little left. The months 
which have passed since have been so full of the 
loving-kindness of our heavenly Father and his won- 
derful provision for our need, that I feel led to record 
our experience, with the prayer that the Lord will use 
it to comfort and encourage some of his tried ones. 

Fortunately we have a nice piece of land, so, realiz- 
ing the value of the food we might raise by careful 
cultivation, we engaged an old man about one day 
a week to do the heavy digging for us, we, of course, 
doing the rest ourselves. Now, however, we were 
faced with a difficulty. We no longer had the ready 
money to pay a man, and we did not believe the Lord 
would have us go ‘into debt. So we had reluctantly 
to tell him not to come again, When we made that 
decision the one feeling we had was that, at our age, 
never having done this kind of work, it would be too 
much for us to attempt to do alone what with the help 
of:a man we had hardly been able to accomplish. We 
told our Father all about it, and slept peacefully that 
night. At breakfast the next morning I said to my 
sister, “My text today is, ‘As thy days, so shall thy 
strength be’” (Deut. 33: 25). 

She said, “I have a still better one. Mine is, “These 
were the potters, and those that dwelt among plants 
and hedges: there they dwelt with the king for his 
work’” (1 Chron. 4: 23). 

Was not that wonderful? With the King, King 
Jesus, with him potting, planting, digging, and weed- 
ing. With him when tired and hot; and best of all, 
with him for his work, for is not any work we do 
cheerfully for his sake his work? How those words 
have rung in my ears many and many a time through 
the past months, how they have cheered us on and 
made us realize his near presence even in the little 
\ 


things! Praise his name! That message was just 
one of his own “handfuls of purpose” sent to comfort 
us. As the season advanced we were able to put down 
peas, beans, tomatoes, corn, besides lots of jam and 
fruits; these kept us going during the winter months; 
as for meat and groceries, we could do without those 
if necessary. Our Father knew all about it; that 
should be enough for @s. ; 

Yes, he knew! One Sunday after Sunday-school 
I was sitting in the dining room when the front door- 
bell rang. I opened the door, and a perfect stranger 
stood before me. He had this hand on a huge sack, 
and asked me where he should put it, for it was far 
too heavy for me to lift. I said there must be some 
mistake as I was not expecting anything. But he in- 
sisted it was for us, and showed me the label addressed 
to me. He said he was coming out this way and was 
asked by a friend to bring it to us. That was all the 
information I could get out of him. The sack proved 
to be full of all sorts of good things and just the 
kind we were most wanting. Our larder shelf looked 
quite interesting when we got them all unpacked and 
arranged. We knew then indeed it was the Lord 
working, and that if any special need arose, we had 
only to tell him and the help came. 

One day we came to the. last of our butter. We 
knelt down and told him, asking him to send it if 
he thought best. Two days after a neighbor came 
into our garden calling out, “Where are you?” We 
went out to meet her. “There,” she said, “I have not 
made butter for thirteen years,-not since 1919, so I 
want you to try it.” 

But we had other needs. Rates, taxes, and the like, 
to be met, and I had determined, God helping me, not 
to go into debt. One day I opened my purse and 
said, “There! that is my last ten cent piece, and the 
water and light are not paid.” Again we told our 
Father. That very afternoon some old friends came 
to see us, and as we were walking in the garden the 


lady said, “Haven’t you both got birthdays just about 
now?” 
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I said, “Oh, no, you are wrong this time, Sister’s 
is over and mine is not yet come.” 

“Well,” she said, “I know they are not far away, 
and [handing me some bills] we want to give you 
this as a little birthday present.” We thanked God 
and took courage! 

In the cold of last winter we ran out of wood, and 
for a long time were obliged to gather what we could 
from the adjoining forest (by permission). One day, 
when we had been out, we came back to find a big lot 
of wood dumped at our front gate. We did not know 
for a long time who was the kind donor. Two more 
loads of wood have come since then, dry and knotless, 
and we have no idea who sent the first of these. 

On several occasions some friend has dropped in 
to help us with the digging or trenching, and twice 
an aged servant of the Lord’s has brought us sets 
of tomatoes and cabbage, and after putting them in, 
though eighty-four years of age, insisted on staying 
to help us. All our flower and vegetable seeds were 
given us. Through all these months, by means of 
His stewards, by post, or in strange unknown ways, 
he has sent the manna down from Heaven, and to 
him we give all the praise. We are sure that those 
who ha¥e so lovingly enriched us will be themselves 
enriched. 

This has been one of the most wonderful years of 
my life, and neither I nor my sister would have wished 
to have missed it. We have been proving his love 
and care all the days, and have seen that although he 
does allow us to come to the last extremity, it is that 
he may use his opportunity. 

It is marvelous how the Lord will take such infinite 
pains with us that he may teach us his way and draw 
us closer and closer to him, making us more fit for 
his presence in his heavenly Kingdom. After all, 
what are the sorrows and trials of this life compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed? 

Have we not “an inheritance incorruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven” 
for us? And as we remember how near the coming 
of the Lord may be, is not the trial of our faith much 
more precious than gold? 


Victoria, B. €., CANnapa, 
we 


The Life of Charles Albert Blanchard 


Retold by his wife Frances Carothers Blanchard. 
(Fleming H, Reveli Co., New York, $2.) 


Ts virtue of a good biography is primarily in its 
revealing and interpreting of a life before a larger 
circle than could have known intimately the subject 
of the biography. Mrs. Blanchard has rendered this 
service not only for those who knew Dr. Blanchard 
personally, but for those who ought to know him as 
a distinguished figure in the best type of our American 
life. He was President of Wheaton College not be- 
cause he was commandeered from some other post 
of service in sudden application of his talents to that 
special work, but his presidency was the normal result 
of years of training in character and attainments and 
relationships that rendered him peculiarly the right 
man for that important post. The life story is inter- 
esting to the reader who appreciates the patient unfold- 
ing of a veritable epic such as this is, revealing the 
typical early struggles of a boy furnished with a 
noble background, but with few of the so-called facil- 
ities of our modern life. 

The story takes the reader through Charles Blanch- 
ard’s school days and college life in the latter half 
of the nineteenth century with many revealing epi- 
sodes that illuminate the religious conditions of that 
period. Both grace and power led young Blanchard 
out into the lecture field, and into many contacts with 
noted men, then into the Gospel ministry. A con- 
siderable part of the book is given up to the story of 
his beginning as a teacher, and then as president of 
Wheaton College, the center from which his outflow- 
ing and ceaseless service proceeded. Dr. Blanchard, 
far more than most men, had the wisdom to estimate 
his God-given abilities and opportunities at a fair 
level of appraisement, thus keeping him from the 
great discomfort of exalting the ego, and from the 
parallel hindrance of failure to attempt what God was 
clearly leading him to undertake. There is a noble 
simplicity about the whole book as there was about 
the man, and what he did for the generations of stu- 
dents that passed under his care can never be ade- 
quately told, any more than one can measure his wide 
influence in conferences, or in pulpits up and down the 
land’ through a long life of unremitting service. A 
philosophical temperament, a warm heart, a genuine, 
unaffected love for his students, and the ability to give 
them sound advice in a way that made advice inviting 
to them, characterized him in his touch with others, 
and in his teaching ministry. His boldness in espous- 
ing unpopular causes was the result of sound convic- 
tion, and a sense of obligation to do all that he might 
do for any cause that he believed to be righteous. 
Mrs. Blanchard has; given a faithful and vivid pic- 
ture of one whose name is widely honored because of 
his influence upon untold thousands, and whose life 
story retold will extend the blessing of his life to many 
who had no opportunity to meet him. 























Lesson for January 15 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Dear Mother Ruth: I wish you might write and tell me 
what you think of a girl marrying, who wants to stay in 
business all her life. Your replies to other queries are so 
very sane and helpful, that I feel you might give me some 
assistance in this one. The girl’s father seems to be 
against the idea on the ground that he believes a married 
business woman cannot lead the normal married life that 
God intended. The girl cannot see it just this way. It is 
her father’s business of which she is taking the general 
managership, after having been in almost eight years. He 
feels she is qualified, as she is already getting into the 
work planned for her. The girl knows the work is, and 
will be, very large and very taxing, but she is working 
to have it operate more efficiently, and. believes when it 
is shaped up better, she will be able to manage it with- 
out keeping her mind on it continuously as is necessary 
at present, for at present it is simply a breathless round 
of work day and night. 

The young man in question, of course, is in sympathy 
with the situation, and has more modern views, believing 
that a girl may benefit the race more by remaining at the 
work for which she is qualified than by taking up what 
to her is the new art of home making. He can see she will 
be happier in business, and as her father has no other 
representative in the business, it wil! be necessary for 
her to remain there. The girl has interviewed two Chris- 
tian women doctors, both married and working at their 
professions, one of them with children, and both physicians 
feel she would be just as well off married. 

The girl’s father has great respest for “Mother Ruth’s” 
ideas, as well as the girl, and your reply to this will 
probably be shown to both—A TIMES READER. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your very interesting letter 

is before me, and I am sure from the tone of 
your letter you want me to be frank and conscientious 
in my reply. And after prayer, I shall expect the 
Holy Spirit to lead me. 

To me the highest calling which can come to a 
woman is to be a wife and mother in a home, Please 
allow me to put a BUT right here; BUT she must 
be married in the Lord. In reading all through the 
Bible, you will notice that the married life is the one 
selected for the woman. In Acts 16:14 we have the 
conversion of Lydia, who was a business woman; but 
as a rule we have the woman attending to the home. 
From the beginning God recognized the need of a man 
for a woman. Read Genesis 2:18: ‘And the .Lord 
God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him an help meet for him.” In verse 
20, latter part, you will read, “But for Adam there 
was not found an help meet for him.” So God made 
the woman for a wife, from his very body. This is 
the foundation of the marriage relation. 

A woman who centers her attention in a business, 
and lives with it day and night, ,will soon give up 
the real joy of living and smother the natural womanly 
instincts. This girl’s father should see this and real- 
ize from experience that a woman cannot enjoy the 
maternal interests and give the attention to business 
which is necessary. + 

There is something more in life than making money. 
If God calls the woman to be the burden-bearer for 
the household, she can do her duty and be glad that 
God has called her to a place in life where she helps 
others; but this is not the ideal. There is a great 
fascination about a business; I have experienced it, 
but I am surely of the opinion that there is no joy 
for a woman which equals the joy of the home. I 
have had both, but I am sure, that if it is not a neces- 
sity to give one’s strength to both, I would say to 
any girl, go slow, and do not wear yourself out trying 
to make both places a success at the same time. If 
God calls her to do both, I am sure he will see her 
through, for GOD never makes ‘a mistake. But I 
should want to be very sure God called to both. 

You speak of two professional women looking after 
their practice and the home. They may do this, for 
they may believe the children can be cared for by 
paid nurses, but that isn’t bringing up a family to 
love, and to be nurtured and understood by parents. 
Long-distance treatment of children is popular all over 
the’ country today, and love seems to be flitting from 
the home or from the life in apartments. I feel the 
strongest influence in the world is the homie, and 
nothing takes the place of it—I mean of course the 
Christian home. If family altars were erected all 
over the land, there would be no cause for unhappi- 
ness, or danger of broken homes. If it is necessary 
to remain in business, be very sure God calls you 
also to carry on married life. The world is getting 
to think in such strange ways about our living today. 
Perhaps I should say America, for we are the leaders 
in many things not sanctioned in the Bible, especially 
in relation to the home. Birth control is entirely a 
human institution, and some other countries are urg- 
ing large families, while we are reducing the size of 
them. The future will prove which has the most 
influence and the strongest life in the nation. 

To suppose that you can make a business succeed 
without putting your whole mind on_it,.and.think it 
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will float along in this. day, is a great mistake, to 
my mind, You need every particle of your energy 
and mind to bring success to any enterprise today. 
It. seems as though your friend should make her 
choice of life, and do what she thinks God wants her 
to do.. God ‘has a plan for every life, and a purpose: 
for that life, and by waiting upon him that purpose 
can be found, and the power to carry it through. 

I should object to the young man taking the view 
that I could go on in business, if I were in your 
friend’s place. That is his part in life, and to share 
it with him would not appeal to me at all. If to be 
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under the heavenpgyand. it, calls “for reatest care 
and attention in pone BR) He: shéul@ not want the 
wife to do his part, if he has his health ‘and strength. 
Be sure you have light from God as to the right step 
at this time, for it is very important that the interested 
parties see God’s will for them, if they want happiness 
in life. “Duties never conflict,’ and as you follow 
your Shepherd, you will know the way to take. 

(Another question is answered by Mother Ruth 

9 on page 683) 
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Y CLASS of nine girls have had three years in 

the Intermediate Department and are. between 
fifteen and sixteen years of age. With the exception 
of two girls they come from Christian families. 

In connection with the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Course which I am taking in the Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, one of the textbooks is “Working 
with Intermediates,” by G. S. Dobbins (the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 
65 cents postpaid). An assignment, calling for a ques- 
tionnaire to be presented to a class, is designed to 
bring forth in the answers the individual needs, so 
that the teacher after summarizing the results will 
be able more efficiently to meet those needs. 

We hold a monthly social and business meeting at 
which time the following questionnaire was submitted 
to the nine girls: 


1. What do you expect to make your life work? 


2. (a) What are your five favorite books in the 
order of your choice? 


What do you like to 


An f 


Why? 


on 


© 


12. What 


(b) What is your favorite magazine? 
3. Do you enjoy outings in the park, or woods? 
Why? 
. Do you like class socials? 
do at the socials? 
. What kind of recreation do you like best? 
. Do you go to the movies? How often? 
to you most? 
. What changes do you think could be made to 
10. What qualities in a teacher do you like best? 
11, What could be done to make the class period more 
What kind of lessons do you like best? 
kind of sermons help most? 

13. (a) 
done wrong? 
How long do you wait before doing it? 

14. (a) ¢ | 

(b) What five chapters in the Bible are your favor- 

ites? 

16. Why ought one to join the church? 

It will be noted that the questions are of such a 
mental, social, and religious; and at the same time 
they are intended to bring forth the girl’s point of 
methods and organization, to real advantage. 

Many a girl, through the faithful guidance of a 
work God would have her do. Thus when I learn, 
in reply to Question No, 1, that three girls are look- 
and one to secretarial work, I realize that they prob- 
ably have not sought God’s guidance in the matter, 
must remind them again and again that God has a 
plan for each life, and if they would have a “success- 
however, in the fact that one girl has definitely de- 
cided to be a missionary, and another says she wants 
writes: “A missionary, if that’s what I’m supposed 
to be.” 
concern as to their reading matter, although there 
is one girl who says that the Moving Picture Maga- 
Having visited both of these girls in their homes I 
am sure that they are simply choosing to read what 
the importance of proper reading matter, I-must make 
an earnest endeavor to put some wholesome, Chris- 


hy 
What do you do with your spare time? 
What, in our church and Sunday-school, appeals 
improve our department? 
interesting ? 
What do you do when you realize you have 
(b) 
Who are your favorite Bible characters? 
15. What does it mean to be a Christian? 
nature as to cover almost every phase of a girl’s life: 
view as to changes that might be made, in teaching 
Sunday-school teacher, has caught a vision of the life 
ing forward to teaching, one to art, one to nursing, 
but are following their own inclinations. I know I 
ful career” they must seek his will. I take courage,’ 
to be either a nurse or a missionary, and a third 
I discover that on the whole I need have no serious 
zine is her favorite, and another reads True Story. 
the home is supplying. As their teacher, and realizing 
tian literature into. their. hands. 


“ : _ 


The social life of girls and boys is largely deter- 
mined by the home, which is all the more reason for 
a Sunday-school. teacher to exert all the influence she 
has. The questionnaire revealed that almost without 
exception the thing most to be desired is “fun.” 

As every teacher of Intermediate girls knows, there 
is a social problem that: needs no questionnaire to 
bring it to the surface —the boy problem. It slipped 
into the questionnaire uncalled for in reply to Ques- 
tion No. 11 — “What could be done to make the class 
period more interesting?” One very apt reply was, 
“Tt would stop talking about the boys,” and 
another, “If would stop flirting with the boy 
next door.” There are several ways that a teacher 
can help her class along this line. First, sympathy 
and- understanding, which is the only way to gain 
their confidence. Heart-to-heart talks with individ- 
uals help immensely. Another method that I have 
used is to distribute such leaflets as “Our Young 
People’s- Purity’ Problem,” by Robert C. McQuilkin 
(Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C.). These 
leaflets cost only 4 cents a copy or 10 copies for 25 
cents, postpaid, and I have had girls tell me that they 
were helpful. Especially effective is this method when 
used in connection with such a lesson as “Joseph the 
Worker (in Potiphar’s household),” June 5, 1932, or - 
in the lesson scheduled for October 23, “Problems of 
the Modern Home.” “The Heart of the Rose” is an- 
other leaflet, in story form, that would appeal to girls 
(the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia, 33 cents postpaid). 

Realizing, before God, what sort of teacher I ought 
to be, it was with some hesitation that I asked: “What 
qualities in a teacher do you like best?” Here are 
the answers: 

“One that has personality; one that holds the atten- 
tion of the pupils and doesn’t read her sermons; a 
good Christian; one who tries to stand by what she 
teaches; one who knows what she’s talking about, and 
teaches the truth, and is cheerful, knows her class, 
and can make them listen; one who can enjoy things 
with you and do what you like to do; a ‘pal’; one 
who is not above having fun with kids that are not 
worth having fun with; a good Christian who can 
act young and have good times with the rest of us.” 

If a teacher lives up to what the class expects of 
her she will be a fairly good one. 

The suggestions concerning the betterment of the 
department were not quite so constructive, probably 
because our Sunday-school is comparatively new and 
the girls could not think of any changes that should 
be made for the better. 

After having taught this class for a year I have 
a pretty good idea of what their Bible knowledge is, 
and I was not at all surprised that they readily named 
their favorite Bible characters and Scripture portions. 

I was most- interested in the answers I received to 
Questions 15 and 16: “What does it mean to be a 
Christian?” and “Why ought one to join the church?” 
More than ever.am I convinced that “the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit,” since three out 
of the nine answered: 

“To be a Christian means: (1) To walk in the 
footsteps of Christ; (2) to try to live to your utmost 
ability a life that is patterned from that of Jesus; (3) 
to read the Bible, and pray,’ and go to church and 
Sunday-school.” 

_ One of these girls did not-know why one should: 
join the church, and the other.two said one should. 
join “to be a Christian.” All the others gave answers 
that delighted me, such as: 

“A Christian is one who believes on Jesus as her 
Saviour; to be a follower of ‘and a believer on Christ; 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. ; 

If there is one thing that I have emphasized 
throughout the year it is what it means to be a Chris- 
tian, so I take courage in the fact that it is the Holy 
Spirit’s work to drive these precious truths home, and 
that my duty is faithfully to plant the seed and pray 
that it may come to fruition in God’s own time. 

x COLLineswoop; N.- J. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Mark I: 21-45 
Golden Text.—My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.—John 5§: 17 





LESSON 3. JANUARY 15. JESUS AT WORK 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 21-35 


Kino James VERSION 


21 And they went into Capernaum; 
and straightway on the sabbath day he 
entered into the synagogue, and taught. 

22 And they were astonished at his 
doctrine; for he taught them as one that 
had authority, and not as the scribes. 

23 And there was in their synagogue 
a man with an unclean spirit; and he 
cried out, 

24 Saying, Let us alone; what have 
we to do with thee, thou en of Naz- 
areth? art thou come to destroy us? I 
know thee who thou art, the Holy One 
of , 
25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 

26 And when the unclean spirit had 
torn him, and cried with a loud voice, 
he came out of him. Z 

27 And they were all amazed, inso- 
much that they questioned among them- 
selves, saying, What thing is this? what 
new doctrine is this? for with authority 
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, 
and they do obey him. 

_ 28 And immediately his fame spread 
abroad throughout all the region round 
about Galilee. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

21 And they go into Capernaum; and 
straightway on the sabbath day he en- 
tered into the synagogue and taught. 22 
And they were astonished at his teach- 
ing: for he taught them as having author- 
ity, and not as the scribes. 23 And 
straightway there was in their synagogue 
a man with an unclean spirit; and he 
cried out, 24 saying, What have we to 
do with thee, Jesus thou Nazarene? art 
thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art, the Holy One of God. 25 
And Jesus rebuked ‘him, saying, Hold 
thy peace, and come out of him. 26 And 
the unclean spirit, ?tearing him and cry- 
ing with a loud voice, came out of him. 
27 And they were all amazed, insomuch 
that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, What is this? a new teaching! 
with authority he commandeth even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him. 28 
And the report of ‘him went out straight- 
way everywhere into all the region of 
Galilee round about. 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
29 And forthwith, when they were 
come out of the synagogue, they entered 
into the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
james and John. 


30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick 
of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. 


31 And he came and took her by the 
hand, and lifted her up; and immediately 
the fever left her, and she ministered unto 
them. 


32 And at even, when the sun did set, 
they brought unto him all that were dis- 
eased, and them that’ were possessed with 
devils. 


33 And all the city was gathered to- 
gether at the door. 


34 And he healed many that were sick 
of divers diseases, and cast out many 
devils; and suffered not the devils to 
speak, because they knew him. 


35 And in the morning, rising up a 
great while before day, he went out; and 
departed into a solitary place, and. there 
prayed. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

29 And straightway, * when they were 
come out of the synagogue, they came 
into the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
* James and John. 30 Now Simon’s wife’s 
mother lay sick of a fever; and straight- 
way they tell him of her: 31 and he 
came and took her by the hand, and raised 
her up; and the fever left her, and she 
ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, 
they brought unto him all that were sick, 
and them that were * possessed with de- 
mons. 33 And all the city was gathered 
together at the door. 34 And he healed 
many that were sick with divers dis- 
eases, and cast out many demons; and he 
suffered not the demons to speak, because 
they knew him*. 

5 And in the morning, a great while 
before day, he rose up and went out, and 
departed into a desert place, and there 
prayed. 


1Or, it. *Or, convulsing. * Some 
ancient authorities read, when he was 
come out of the synagogue, he came, 
&e. ‘*Or, Jacob. °Or, demoniacs. 
® Many ancient authorities add, to be 
Christ. See Luke 4: 41. 



















































The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


MAZEMENT seized Capernaum when the 
A words and the works of their new Citizen elec- 

trified the city and all the surrounding coun- 
try. Capernaum was indeed “exalted unto heaven” 
when the Lord of Heaven took up his earthly abode 
there. How vividly would these opening events of 
the Galilean ministry impress Peter, who doubtless 
told the story to Mark! If they who heard and wit- 
nessed these things were beyond measure astonished, 
let us so study them that we also may be full of won- 
der and gratitude in the presence of such a Saviour. 


The Historical Setting 

After our Lord returned from Judza to Galilee, 
following the imprisonment of John the Baptist (Matt. 
4:12), he came to Cana (John 4: 46-54); from there 
he probably went to Nazareth, where he was rejected 
(Luke 4: 16-31), then he moved to Capernaum, where 
the disciples were called; there followed the busy Sab- 
bath day and evening in Capernaum (Matt. 8: 14-17; 
Mark 1: 21-34; Luke 4: 31-41), then the first tour of 
Galilee (Matt. 4: 22-25; Mark 1: 35-45; Luke 4: 42- 
44), including the healing of the leper “in one of the 
cities” (Matt. 8: 2-4; Mark 1: 40-45; Luke 5: 12-16). 
We have counted the Galilean ministry as beginning 
in the fall of A. D. 27, about a year after the bap- 
tism, but there is no way of knowing how long this 
tour lasted. 


‘Verse by Verse 


Mark 1: 21.—They went into Capernaum. Located 
on the northwest shore of the lake of Galilee, highly 
honored as our Lord’s “own city” (Matt. 9:1), a seat 
of tax collection (2:1, 13, 14), and probably a Ro- 
man military post (Matt. 8:5-13; Luke 7: 1-10), 
Capernaum was a prosperous and populous little city, 
but has been utterly destroyed according to our Lord’s 
prediction (Matt. 11:23, 24; Luke 10:15). Its pres- 
ent site is probably Tell Hum, but some think Kahn 
Minyeh. On the sabbath day he entered into the syn- 
agogue, The synagogue, “place of assembly,” orig- 
‘inated in the Babylonian captivity, and in our Lord’s 
day was used for local law court and school purposes 
as well as for religious gatherings. This synagogue, 
probably built by the good centurion (Luke 7: 1-10), 
was honored as none other in many addresses from 
the Master Teacher, including the address recorded 
in John 6: 4-71. i 

Verse 22.—He taught them as one that had author- 
ity. The teachings were such as our Lord gave in 
the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 7:28), and were 
authoritative both because he gave himself as the ulti- 
mate authority for the teaching and because the teach- 
ing had the impact of indisputable truth. 

Verse 23—There was ... a man with an unclean 
spirit. See Special Topics. 
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Verse 24.—Let us alone; what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy 
us? The demons had superhuman knowledge of who 
he was, ahd recognized that he was their Judge; they 
knew they deserved destruction, and were not asking 
for salvation, but to be let alone. J know thee... 
the Holy One of God. What a word is this upon the 
lips of the unclean spirit, the unholy demon, the words 
that. Peter used in one of his great confessions (John 
6:69; note also Luke i:35; Acts 3:14). 

Verse 25.—Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy 
peace. Jesus wanted no testimony from Satan’s min- 
ions. He literally said, “Be muzzled.” And come out 
of him. The Jews had many superstitious ways of 
exorcising demons, but a new thing indeed was this 
authoritative command to come out. 

Verse 26.—Had torn him, and cried with a lboud 
voice, he came out of him. What a picture of rage 
is this, helpless in the presence of the conqueror of 
Satan, and attempting a last injury upon his victim. 
Luke says he did him no harm (4:35). 

Verse 20.—Entered into the house of Simon and 
Andrew. Evidently Andrew lived with his married 
brother Simon, and this was probably where Jesus 
made his home in Capernaum. 

Verse 30—Simon’s wife's mother. Clement of 
Alexandria speaks of Peter’s wifé as accompanying 





Authority 
By Amos R. Wells 


WHat was the horrible evil they brought face 
to face with the Lord? What was the woe 
of the body, the soul’s dark passion abhorred? Here 
were the demon-possessed, and those of a lunatic 
mind. Here were the palsied and lame, the deaf and 
the dumb and the blind. Here were the fevered folk 
that burned through the cool of the day; and here 
were the lepers foul, with ulcers rotting away. Here 
was the storm at sea, and here was the sterm 
within —the tempest fiercest of all, the terrible 
tempest of sin. Here were the hungry crowds, 
famished and faint for bread; and here were the 
still, white forms, the pitiful shapes of the dead. 
Nothing of dreadful woe that comes to our human 
ken but met the Physician of souls, the merciful 
Saviour of men. And then what glory of power, 
what splendor of adequate might, when the lame 
leaped rejoicingly up, and the blind exulted in sight: 
when the famished were strong with food, and the 
demons abandoned their strife, and even the dead 
returned to the love and the joy of life! It was 
only a touch of the hand, it was only a spoken word, 
and the powers of darkness fled before the light of 
the Lord. What authority was his, what majestic, 
omnipotent will! And all of the might of our 
Christ is with him resplendently still! 
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him in his evangelistic work and visiting the women 
in their homes, seeking to win them to Christ... Simon 
Peter, as the supposed first Pope, is a poor example 
for celibate priests, as are the other apostles (1 Cor. 
9:5). Lay sick of a fever. Literally, a burning fever, 
a disease common to that locality: They tell him of 
her, probably with expectation that he would _ heal. 


Verse 31.—Took:- her by the hand, and lifted her up. 
How gracious and personal were our Lord’s ministra- 
tions; not simply a cold, authoritative word of heal- 
ing. She mimstered unto them. She ministered of 
the strength which Christ supplied (1 Pet. 4:11). 


Verse 32—When the sun did set. That is, when 
the Sabbath day was over. Brought unto him all that 
were diseased. Luke says that all that had any sick 
brought them (4:40). Them that were possessed 
with devils. Literally “demonized,” that is, indwelt 
by and controlled by an evil spirit. 


Verse 34.—He healed many. Matthew and Luke 
make clear that he healed every one who came (Matt. 
8:16; Luke 4:40). What a contrast was this mir- 
aculous, instantaneous, and complete healing to the 
“divine healing” meetings of our day. Cast out many 
devils . . . suffered not . .. to speak, because they 
knew him. Observe that the one miracle of casting 
out demons described is typical of many others. 


Verse 35.—Rising up a great while before day. Mark 
alone gives this detail. Departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed. Such power had gone out from our 
Lord (Mark 5:30) that he felt the need of renewal 
of his spiritual strength through fellowship with the 
Father (John 6:57). The chief need of this special 
prayer may have been the crisis created by the great 
demonstration in Capernaum; he must have direction 
for his further course, as when he fed the five thou- 
sand — they would have made him king (John 

:15). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God’s authority, in word and in work, was with his 
Son, and he was using all that authority for the 
blessing of men. How he poured himself out on that 
Sabbath day in Capernaum! It was on another Sab- 
bath when the Jews accused him of breaking God’s 
law by working, that our Lord said, “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work” (John 5:17). No man 
can work like God, and no man ever worked as Jesus 
did; his ministry was filled with days like that Sab- 
bath at Capernaum, working the works of the Father. 
The Father baptized him with the Spirit and put his 
words in his mouth (Deut. 18: 18), and in Capernaum 
we hear him speaking those words with authority. 
Let us give heed to that teaching. He conquered Satan 
in his temptations, and here we see him casting out 
one of Satan’s agents. Let us remember that Satan 
is a defeated foe, and let us conquer in Christ’s Name. 
He called his first four disciples, and here we see him 
ministering in tender love in the disciples’ home. Let 
us bring every care to him, this one who has all of 
eae authority, and who in wondrous grace ministers 
it for us, 
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Lesson for January 15 


Lesson Outlines 

A SaBBATH AND Its SEQUEL 

1, Teaching and Miracle in Capernaum’s Syna- 
gogue (1: 21-28). 

2. Healing and fellowship in Simon Peter’s home 
(1: 29-31). 

3. All Capernaum’s sick welcomed and healed (1: 
32-34). 

4. The Saviour seeking solitude in early morning 
prayer (1: 35-37). 

5. Teaching and Miracle in all Galilee’s Syna- 
gogues (1: 38, 39). 

6. A leper calls forth compassion and healing (1: 
40-45). 
AUTHORITY IN WorD AND WorK 

1. His authority in teaching: “Hear ye him.” 

2. His authority over Satan: Trust him for vic- 
tory over all the power of the enemy. 

3. His authority over disease of body and soul: 
bring every care to him. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Demons and Demon Possession. Six miracles of 
the healing of those possessed with demons are de- 
scribed in the Gospels (Mark 1: 23-26; 5:1-20; 7: 
25; Matt. 9:32, 33; 12:22; Mark 9:14-20). But 
there were evidently hundreds of other cases of the 
casting out of demons (Matt. 4:24; 8:16). 

The disciples also cast out demons (Matt. 10:1; 
Luke 10:17). The demons were evil spirits, belong- 
ing to Satan’s kingdom (Matt. 12:26, 29), and hav- 
ing power to take possession of men. The word devil, 
from the Greek diabolos, is not applied to these un- 
clean spirits but to Satan. They were the cause or 
occasion of certain diseases, but are clearly distin- 
guished from these diseases. They are also to be 
distinguished from insanity, although a demon might 
produce insanity. Nevius in his book on Demon Pos- 
session! makes clear that there is demon possession 
today in China and in other mission fields of just 
the kind described. in the New Testament. Dr. How- 
ard Taylor has had experience in praying for a demon- 
possessed man whose symptoms were exactly like those 
of New Testament cases. Edersheim shows that the 
current Jewish views of demons were in striking con- 
trast to the New Testament view. 

The Leper and Leprosy. Our Lord evidently healed 
many lepers, but only two of these miracles are par- 
ticularly described, that of this man in Galilee, and 
that of ten lepers in the Samaritan village (Luke 17: 
12-19). Write to the American Mission to Lepers, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, to secure informa- 
tion about the lepers in the world, mission work among 
them, and the progress in treating and healing leprosy. 
A great work is caring for the untainted children of 
lepers, for the disease is not hereditary, but spreads 
by direct personal contact. It is a striking type of 
sin, and it is notable that our Lord distinguishes the 
lepers from those who have other diseases: “Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers” (Matt. 10:8). 

Miracles and Moderdism. One of the persistent 
claims of the Modernist is that the Evangelists wrote 
in a time when people expected miracles. Everything 
that is said in the Gospel records indicates that the 
people, far from expecting miracles, were beyond 
measure astonished at what our Lord did. 

Other Special Topics. Parallel passages (see His- 
torical Setting). The synagogue, its worship and gov- 
ernment. Galilee. Prayer life of our Lord: see 
comment on verse 35; keep a notebook to record ref- 
erences in Mark to our Lord’s prayer life, and other 
topics. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Let us bow to Christ’s authority as our Teacher. 
The people in Capernaum heard, and were astonished, 
but they did not act. They were foolish hearers (Matt. 
7:26). His teaching in the Gospels is now completed 
by his teaching through Paul and other New Testa- 
ment writers. 

Let us trust his power over Satan and all his works. 
Christ came to destroy the works of the Devil (1 
John 3:8). Let us not only marvel, as the people of 
Capernaum did, but trust him to break the power of 
Satan in our own lives. 

Let us imitate Christ in his diligent work and in his 
diligent prayer life. If he needed to rise a great while 
before day to pray, how much more we! 

Domestic ministry is ministry for Christ! What 
a beautiful picture is that of Peter’s wife’s mother 
ministering to Christ and the disciples in the home! 
The word is the same as that from which “deacon” 
comes, and so she may be thought of as the first dea- 
cone$s. 

Let us go to those other towns also! All Capernaum 
was stirred, and the whole city was seeking Christ. 





*“Demon Possession and Allied Themes,” by John L. 
Nevius, D.D. May be ordered from the Times Book Serv- 
ice, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, $2.50, plus 
15 cents postage. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. January 1.—John Prepares the Way ‘or Jesus. 
Mark 11-11 


2. January 8—Jesus Begins His Work ...:Mark 1 : 12-20 
3. January 15.—Jesus at Work ...........+ Mark 1: 21-45 
4. January 22.—Jesus Forgiving Sin ............Mark 2: 1-12 
5. January 29.—Jesus and the Sabbath ..Mark 2:13 to 3:6 
6. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve ....Mark 3 : 7-35 
7. February 12.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — Four 

Kinds of Hearers 9.5. 0c......esceccccceee Mark 4: 1°20 
8. February 19.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — The 


Growth of the Kingdom ...........+.+55 Mark 4: 21-34 
9. February 26.—Jesus Shows His Power. 
Mark 4:35 to 5:20 
10, March s5.—Jesus Giving Life and Health ..Mark 5 : 21-43 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the Multitude. 
Mark 6: 1-56 
12. March 19.—The Effects of Alcoholic Drinks (Tem- 
perance Lesson). Prov. 23 : 29-32; Isa. 28 : 1-4; 
. Dan. 5 : 1-4 








He answered the demonstration by going to other 
cities with the message of life. Is this not a call to 
missionary urgency to reach “the other towns: also,” 
especially the thousands of towns and villages in India 
and China and Africa and other heathen lands that 
have never heard the message? 


Cleanse the lepers!’ In our missionary plans let us 
remember the lepers. Pray for the new leper hospital 
Dr. Tom Lambie is now erecting in Abyssinia, and 
for all the work that the American Mission to Lepers 
is doing in co-operation with the mission societies 
throughout the world. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Our Lord’s loving the lepers was as. great a miracle 
as healing the lepers, and the love healed a deeper 
wound, 


Excitement and crowds hindered the true work of 
Christ, as they often do today. 


The kingdom of Satan immediately knew that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. 


Would that Capernaum and other ‘cities might be 
as eager for the healing of their sin-sick souls as they 
were for the healing of their diseases. 


Blessed are the uses of solitude, when our solitude 
is like that of the Lord’s withdrawing to be with the 
Father. 


Christ said, “I live by the Father” (John 6:57), 
and because he did, he needed to pray, drawing upon 
the fountains of spiritual riches. 


Revivals may stir much excitement, but they will 
die if they do not result in foreign missionary activity 
— taking the news to the other towns also. 


Simon’s wife’s mother did not go about all Galilee 
preaching but she became a true minister of Christ in 
the home. 


Our Lord wants no testimony from Satan’s minis- 
ters; but what a privilege is ours to tell Who he is! 


Christ’s teaching is miracle-teaching; the doctrine 
works miracles today, as then, only greater miracles 
(John 14:12). 

“Even demons” were subject to him; nothing, then, 
can harm us who are “in Him” and we have nothing 
to fear. 


Cotumszia, S. C. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“The Best Seller.”—He taught them as one that 
had authority, and not as the scribes (v. 22). The 
“Scribes” are still with us, and their name, like the party 
“cast out,” is also Legion, —all in the family! These 
“Scribes” are teaching all sorts of things: Spiritism, 
Humanism, Occultism, Atheism, and other “isms” ga- 
lore. “Mental and Moral Philosophy” is an academic 
name applied to some of the “Scribe” output. And_ oh, 
how some of the heady and chesty Freshies and Sophs 
lap it up! But oh, what a change in the boys and girls 
after they get away from Old Siwash and get out into 
the real world! There is a position and place to win; 
and life’s burdens to shoulder; and problems to solve. 
The boys and girls out in the world begin to see things. 
They find successful men and women who are not 
Scoffers. They are the “Belongers.” They discover 
the Professor was “talking through his. hat,” which is 
a campus way of saying “without authority,” and poor 
old Proffy is then held in contempt as one of the 
“Scribes.” In the time of our lesson the “Scribes” 
were hounding the Lord Jesus —even as now (Mark 
8:31; Luke 19: 47, 48). I write advisedly because I 
was one of these very same chesty, smarty, and snooty 
collegians of the Old Siwash of the long ago. It is 
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CONGREGATIONAL Line 

a} oe i 
always refreshing and xl ae Ps L bY ZARY 
ity.” Because the Bible is a 
has never tired of it. As I write this note one com- 


mercial house has just placed an order for 100,000 
Bibles. “Of no other book could such an immense 
order be placed,” says the purchaser. All those who 
have made the Bible spoke with authority, that’s why 
it remains superlatively “the best seller.” 


John Chinaman and Us!—Let us alone; what have 
we to do with thee, thow Jesus? (v. 24). There is 
a poem, the title of which I have forgotten, that tells 
of an old fault finder fellow who sat by the side of 
the road and threw things (criticism) at the passers- 
by. The refrain of this poem goes something like this: 


Whenever he'd shy a stick or a stone 
He’d set up the cry, “Now let me alone.” 


The Devil’s gang, whose name is Legion, only asks 
one thing of the Decent World, to wit: “Let us alone” 
(Mark 5:9, 10). We folks who are interested in 
missionary enterprises have heard something of the 
same sort for many years from others than the “Le- 
gionaries.” “Why spend money and interfere with 
the heathen, who are happy enough in what they have 
always had? Why don’t you let ’em alone!” is what 
a man who held a church membership said to me one 
day. A while ago there was a section of a great and 
proud city that its Mayor “let alone.” Being “let 
alone” it became the gangsters’ paradise, and the 
bloodiest spot in Christendom. For years the Chris- 
tian Church let Heathendom severely alone. Indeed, 
Heathendom was burning child widows alive on piles 
of “railroad ties.” Indeed, Heathendom was throw- 
ing babies into the Ganges to be devoured alive by 
crocodiles. Indeed, Heathendom was allowing the 
great wagon of Juggernaut to crush men and women 
to death. Will Rogers said, “The Chinese knew how 
to solve the divorce evil.” When asked “How?” he 
replied, “They just killed off the girl babies.” The 
killing of the girl babies was true enough, and that 
is why some of the missions had to put holes in the 
walls, furnished with a soft basket, so Chinese mothers 
could get rid of the unwanted baby girls without 
murder, 


The Tender Touch.—He came and took her by 
the hand ... and immediately: the fever left her, and 
she ministered unto them (v. 31). I used to have 
a cousin, now gone West, who was a successful sur- 
geon. And, by the way, he passed away under a deli- 
cate surgical operation himself,— which shows that 
even great surgeons live in the same world as the 
rest of us, and need the same Saviour, notwithstand- 
ing their great skill to save and prolong life. This 
doctor cousin of mine had beautiful things in his home 
which were given him by grateful patients whom he 
had helped. This is the first impulse of a good man 
and woman who has received a benefit. Simon’s wife’s 
mother, we are told, arose, and the very first thing 
she did “ministered unto them.” If Simon Peter and 
his friends were anything like most of us men she 
made them a nice chicken potpie—or whatever was 
gastronomical high water mark in Palestine in those 
days! You may remember the Philippian jailor, after 
Paul had prevented his suicide and led him to Jesus 
Christ, was so grateful he took Paul and Silas up to 
“the spare room” with a song and gave them the best 
there was in the ice box. “Set meat before them, and 
rejoiced,” as the Record says (Acts 16:34). Many 
people have done me the honor to say these notes have 
been a blessing to them, and to show their gratitude 
they overwhelm me with all sorts of good things. I 
mention Sorghum Molasses and it comes in a flood. 
I get books galore, and all sorts of farm produce from 
field and orchard. That’s the religion of Jesus Christ 
for you! Mark likes to record the loving touches. 
The blind man “by the hand” (8:23). The boy with 
the dumb spirit: “Jesus took him by the hand” (9: 
27). The children: “And he took them up in his 
arms” (10:16). Oh, the human touch! Tennyson, 
“Oh, for the touch of a vanished hand, and the sound 
of a voice that is still!” And every man can have the 
magic touch of the Saviour’s hand all through life, if 
he will. Here is a little poem (not by Riley) that 
is very appropriate to present conditions. I quote from 
memory : 


When things‘are goin’ hay wire and a feller’s feelin’ blue, 

An’ the clouds hang dark and heavy and won’t let the 
sunlight thro’, 

It’s a great thing, oh, my brother, for a feller just to Jay 

His hand upon your shoulder in a friendly sort o’ way. 


It makes a chap feel curious, it makes the tear drops start, 

You feel a sort o’ thumpin’ in the region of the heart, 

You can’t look up into his eyes, you don’t know what 
to say 

When a hand is on your shoulder in a friendly sort 0’ way. 


Oh, this world’s a curious compound with its honey and ~ 


its gall, 

With its trials and bitter crosses, but a good world 
after all, 

And a good God must have made it, least ways that’s 
what I say 


When a hand is on my shoulder in a friendly sort o’ way. 
—Author unknown. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel: S. Low 





MarteRIALs: A policeman’s star 


or badge. 











| IMAGINE every child knows what 
this is. If you live in a city, you have 
seen them on the policemen. If you live 
in the country, the sheriff or the constable 
wears one, But what is it, after all? Why 
wear one? It is a badge of authority, 
is it not? The man who wears it has 
authority to enforce the law, to arrest 
lawbreakers, and to protect the injured 
or abused.’ Yet there aré lawbreakers 
who refuse to obey the police, who refuse 
to recognize the authority of our law, so 
this authority is limited. 

Isn’t it wonderful to read of One whose 
authority was not limited! We. read 
that Christ taught in the synagogue “as 
one that had authority,’ and then .went 
out and cast out, demons and healed all 
the sick who came to him, no matter. what 
their disease. His authority was unlim- 
ited. He had authority on earth, and 
men and disease obeyed him. And we 
read that even the demons had: to obey 
him, 

Today men defy him, even as some did 
then, but some day they will call for the 
rocks and the mountains to fall on them 
to hide them from his wrath. In that 
day, every knee will bow to him; his 
authority over men and angels and hell 
will be demonstrated. 


Mopesto, CAL. 
uw 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Have you tried assigning some of the 

questions to different members of your 

class, letting them see whether they can 

discover the answers as given on a later 
page of this issue? 


ARK’S Gospel is an action Gospel full 
of deeds and incidents. hat word 
in the twenty-first verse is character- 

istic of the Gospel? How many times has 
that word or a similar word occurred from 
the first chapter up to the end of this les- 
son? 

2. On which shore of the Sea of Galilee 
was Capernaum located? 


3. After what great discourse of the Lord 
Jesus were the people astonished for the 
same reason given in verse 22? 


4. Is the man with an unclean spirit an 
illustration of demon possession, or is he 
simply a case of ordinary mental disorder ? 


_ 5. Can you name a _ few of the other occa- 
sone on which the Lord Jesus healed the 
sic 


6. Are we justified in believing that 
prayer will always heal the sick? 


7. How far would it be a blessing for 
us to follow the Lord Jesus’ prayer habits as 
indicated in the thirty-fifth verse? 


8. Suppose you had gone through a tre- 
mendously busy day with severe demands 
upon your time and strength, would you find 
it restful to rise early for prayer the next 
morning ? 


9. Can you form a mental picture of how 
the Lord Jesus spent his time, and consider 
what we may learn from his balance be- 
tween rest and work? 


10. The Gospel of Mark has been called 
a “Servant-Gospel.” In the tenth chapter, 
which verse sums up these facts in a very 
few words? . 





The Lesson Questions Answered 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this, department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration wuccepted, 
and ‘two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that ag illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
. of the date of the lesson.- = 
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Preference will be. given to iHustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view. of the e number of. illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
to limit to ten illustrations the total number 
for any one lesson. 


What. Followed Early Rising. and 
Praying.—And in the morning, rising up 
a great while before day, he. went out, 

. . and there prayed (Mark 1: 35). The 
Korean pastor of the Pyengyang Church 
felt that his church was growing cold 
and a bit indifferent. So each morning 
at four he went to the church to pray 
until six. A-few members observed what 
he was doing. and joined him; On Sun- 
day morning the pastor told: his people 
what he was doing and asked. any who 
so desired to join him. Monday morn- 
ing over a hundred ‘were present. By 
Saturday morning nearly six hundred, 
many of'them busy business men, were 
spending the time from four to six at 
the church in prayer. The next month 
more than three thousand souls were 
added to the Pyengyang churches.— 
Source unknown. Sent by Lillian M. 
Weeks, Marietta, Ohio. Prize illustra- 
tion. : 


Solitude Blessing.—He went out, and 
departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed (v.. 35). There is a place for 
fellowship, but not here. Eagles do not 
go in flocks. If you are minded to take 
the upper air, you.must learn to go alone. 
—From C. I. Scofield, D.D. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Washing Dishes and Shooting Bears. 
—And I work (Golden Text). Mrs. 
Herbert Hoover, wife of the President 
of the United States, made a very strik- 
ing remark when she.said to a group of 
girls: “It takes as much courage to 
wash dishes three times a day as it does 
to shoot a bear.” Thus it is quietly 
heroic to perform in a faithful manner 
the daily task—Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y 


- Not a Japanese Monopoly. — My 
Father worketh hitherto, and work 
(Golden Text). A Japanese boy came to 
the home of a minister in Los Angeles 
asking for work. The household was 
well supplied with servants, so the min- 
ister’s wife said: “I am sorry but we 
really haven’t enough work to keep an- 
other boy busy.” “Lady,” said the Orien- 
tal politely, “I ar sure that you have. 





You may not know what a little bit of 
work it takes to keep me busy.” One 
does not need to go to Japan to find such 
people; they can be found in our com- 
munities, too—From G. B. F. Hallock, 
D.D. Sent by Frederick Heldner, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


From the Platform - 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Otur Father, 
we do thank thee for the setting forth of the 
great deeds of the Lord Jesus as recorded in 
this action Gospel. We marvel at his power, 
his tender touch upon those who needed heal- 
tng, his authority in teaching, his power over 
the unclean spirits. May we as we continue 
in the study of this Gospel of our merciful 
and ever-serving Lord find fresh arousement 
to duty, and strength for each day’s tasks. 
May we find keen joy in work for thee, in ful- 
filling ordinary, everyday duties of our calling. 
May we especially in these days of great dif- 
ficulty have hearts of loving kindness toward 
those who are in need. May we not substitute 
our wish to help for the actual helping in 
which we ought to share so abundantly. May 
we realize anew the value of time, and not 
waste precious moments, but in work and in 
rest glorify thy name. We ask this in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you thought, 
as we have studied this lesson today, 
what we could learn from the way in 
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which the Lord Jesus did his work? 
Notice how he takes prayer time and 
rest time between crowded days. Notice 
how he pours out his strength and his 
power for all who need him. Some one 
has said, “We ought to be careful of 
our health but careless of our lives.” 
Do you realize what that means? A 
missionary in a dangerous station must 
be careful to protect his health, but ready 
to lay down his life. You remember the 
story of the missionaries who were go- 
ing out on a ship to Africa. The cap- 
tain said to their leader, “I take a good 
many on the outward trip, but very few 
Teturn. You are just taking them out 
to die there.” The leader of the group 





“A man with am 
unclean spirit? 


Mark 1°28. 
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said quietly, “Captain, we all died. before 
we left home!” What a wonderful way 
the Lord Jesus had in: responding to the 
needs of those around him! Let us think 
this week of just what we can learn from 
this great lesson of Jesus at work. How 
much time did we actually waste last 
week? Mr. Moody once said, “The Devil 
is always trying to get the Christian to 
do nothing, or to do too much.” Isn't 
there a right balance between rest and 
work? Let us ask the Lord to show us 
the plan by which our lives should. ‘be 
ordered, not forgetting the early morn- 
ing time when we commit the day ‘to 
him, and move out into the day trusting 
him for what it-may mean. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Marks of a Christian: 3. Healed of Sin. 
(1) A visit to Peter’s wife’s mother. 

(2) “All have sinned.” 
(3) Has the Lord Jesus healed you of 

sin? ‘ 3 

AS your mother ever been sick? How 

anxious you were about her, and 
how quietly you had to creep about the 
house so as not to disturb her! 

Our story today is about another 
mother who was sick. Shall we go in 
imagination to her house and see what 
is happening there? - It is far away in 
the Holy Land in a city called Ca- 
pernaum, near the Sea of Galilee. I won- 
der who will be the first to find it on our 
map? Ah, here we are, she lives in this 
little fisherman’s cottage, for her daugh- 
ter’s husband is a fisherman. His name 
is Simon Peter and he has a brother 
called Andrew and two friends, who are 
also brothers, called James and John. 
Do you remember them? They are 
friends of the Lord Jesus, and see, they 
are coming down the road now, bringing 
him with them. . 

Let us go in and see the poor sick 
mother before they arrive. Here she 
is in this inner room. How ill she looks 
— see her flushed cheeks and bright eyes. 
She has fever—‘“a great fever,” Dr. 
Luke tells us. And here is the Lord 
Jesus coming in to see her. They have 
been telling him about how ill she is. 
But what is he doing? Look, he is tak- 
ing her by the hand and she is getting 
out of bed, and instead of being weak 
and ill, she is quite well and strong, and 
all the sickness has left her. Listen to 
her thanking the Lord Jesus for making 
her well, and see how she bustles about 
getting a nice dinner for him! What a 
wonderful doctor the Lord Jesus is! And 
do you know, he can cure a far worse 
sickness than fever —it is the disease of 
sin, 

Impress solemnly on the children that 
we all have this terrible sickness, Let 
them look up Romans 3:23 where God 
tells us that “all have sinned.” Explain 
that a sinner is not only one who has 
killed some one, or one who is a drunk- 
ard, but any boy or girl who has ever 
done anything wrong. There is often a 
lack of understanding of this among chil- 
dren. I was speaking at a children’s 
meeting once and asked if there were any 
sinners present. What do you think was 
the answer? “No, teacher, but there are 
plenty at So-and-So” (mentioning an- 
other. part of the town). Read the last 
three verses of the lesson now with em- 
phasis. 

The good news about Peter’s wife’s 
mother soon went around, and what a 
commotion there was! Crowds came to 
the Lord Jesus to be made well.’ Mark 
tells us, “All the city was gathered to- 
gether at the door.” And what did the 
Lord Jesus do? Did he send them away? 
No, our Memory Verse tells us, “He 
healed many that were sick.” Have you 
come to/ him and asked him to heal you 
of sin? 

Teacher, point out that as those who 
were healed could get sick again, so 
when we have come to the Lord Jesus 
and been healed of the sickness of sin, 





}we can become sick with it again. So 














Lesson for January 15 


we have to keep coming to him that he 
may keep us healed of it. 


Expression Work 

At the close of the lesson repeat the 
lovely hymn, “At even ere the sun was 
set.” Write on the blackboard: 

ALL have sinned (Rom. 2: 23). 

ALL that believe in the Lord Jesus 

can be healed of sin (Acts 13: 39). 
Norwics#, Ene. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
Hew the Lesson ie Taught Thie Week 


1. The busiest Young Man in the world. 
2. What was his “business”? 


ET us watch this Son of man, through 

the young man Mark’s observing 
eyes, as he sets about his daily work, 
having called to his side a few chosen 
helpers for the multiplied tasks he sees 
ahead. The very first day Mark records 
is one of his busy Sabbaths — but busy 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





JESUS AT WORK 
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about what? Help your girls to note 
that he regarded this day as a day of 
worship, for we find him “straightway” 
in the accustomed place of worship on 
that day —and doing what? ‘Teaching 
in the Sunday-school” would be the mod- 
ern phrase for what our Lord did in the 
synagogues of his time, for they were 
the teaching-branch of “the church” in 
his day, the time and place where the 
Old Scriptures were constantly reviewed 
and discussed. Put that down as number 
one on his list of activities, then — that 
he took his part regularly in the teach- 
ing service of his “church” (Luke 4: 
16). Surely this will help your girls 
to prepare for their places in this tun- 


damental work of the church of our day. 


Note, next, that “straightway” 
(again!) he was quick to see that one 
who needed his help, and gave it, to the 
immediate relief of the distressed man. 
How blind we all are, usually, to the 
needs right around us! How slow to do 
what we can to help! Nor did this com- 
passionate activity for others cease when 
the Lord Jesus went “home” from 
“church,” for we read (again “straight- 
way”!) that he no sooner entered Peter’s 
house than he found something to do to 
relieve suffering there. He then closed 
this busy Sabbath Day by healing the 
whole cityfull of sick and distressed who 
were brought and laid about Peter’s door, 
“at even, when the sun did set”! 

A Sabbath Day of worship (including 
teaching of the Scriptures), and loving 
service for the sick and suffering — such 


was this first one recorded by the young. 


man Mark. Doubtless Peter told Mark 
the story of it all, but you see how it 
impressed the younger man— what he 
emphasized and how his very swift style 
of writing conveys the true impression of 
this loving Saviour who used his divine 
power so freely for others. Mark notes, 
too, the amazement of all at the author- 
ity this Young Man assumed, and the 
success’ of it—the evil spirits “obeyed 
him” every time he commanded them! 

Did we say his Sabbath Day closed 
with the healing of the sick at Peter’s 
door? Ah, no. Help your girls to see 
(as Mark “saw”) that quiet figure, kneel- 
ing alone in some “deserted” place out- 
side Peter’s house, long hours before the 
dawning of the next day, in sweet com- 
munion with his Father. So, add prayer 
to your list of the business of this busiest 
Young Man in all the world, daily, de- 
liberate, definite prayer, for the busier 
he was the more certain we are to read 
that he prayed. 


Home Study 


Complete this first chapter in your 
home reading, and note through it all 
those “signs” of Mark’s style we are 
watching for. Mark them in your Bible. 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Jesus worked. 
Discussion: How may a fellow faith- 

fully perform his daily tasks, and at the 

same time be working with and for 

Jesus Christ — not slighting either priv- 

ilege or responsibility? 











Objective: Working with Christ. 








AY, fellows, the thing of supreme -in- 

terest to me about Christ is that: he 
is my Saviour; that he died upon the 
cross for me, to save.me. But the thing 
of next importance. is that he was a 
Worker —an incessant worker. One 
thing certain: .Jesus was not. born to a 
life of ease and idleness. My recollection 
of early ‘childhood stories is that “the 
young prince’ in the fairy tale had a 
very soft time, a continual round of 
pleasure, no work to do, no tasks to 
perform, many servants to wait upon him, 
horses ahd carriages. and fetes, and 
goodies to eat— because he was the son 
of the king —a prince!. (He: died of 
the gout!) 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was a 
Prince on earth, too—a King in his 





supreme right, and ownbDBt Re tind debe - 


but he worked. Yes, heggyanked cheat, 


day and night. 
Of the four Gospels, the one accord- 


ing to Mark is the best in which to study 


the Lord Jesus at work. Mark marshals 
incidents in rapid succession. There is 
incessant activity. Eleven chapters out 
of sixteen begin with the word “And.” 
Mark begins with Jesus as a full grown 
man, already working; and the very last 
verse (16; 20) shows him still “working 
with them” (his disciples). And he is 
working now, in and through every fel- 
low who is wise enough to be in partner- 
ship with him. 

Fellows, the Lord so made you that 
you cannot be happy unless you are ac- 
tively engaged in some worth-while work. 
And you cannot be your happiest unless, 
in that work, you are growing — growing 
in power and efficiency. He has made it 
so you can do that. He promises you 
the power and the growth. He is able to 
fulfill that promise, because he has all 
power. “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth,” he says: “Go ye 
therefore, . . . and, lo, I am with you 
alway.” As a Christian, you are a fol- 
lower of Christ. That means you are 
a worker with Christ. You cannot work 
with him without growing stronger and 
better day by day. There are some fel- 
lows whom to be with somehow makes 
you stronger — puts you at your best; it 
is because they are followers of Jesus 
Christ and workers with him. There are 
also some fellows whom to go with makes 
you weaker — somehow the spirit in you 
scems to stifle; you know who they are. 
They do not care for the Lord and his 
ways. 

But the great big thought today is that 
it is your privilege and mine to work 
right alongside the Lord Jesus himself 
—to talk with him —to feel the touch of 
his presence, his marvelous personality. 
And it makes a fellow strong — for work. 
Strong to work at the things that are 
worth while and which have an eternal 
value — and to grow. 


Jesus said: “My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.” You may say: 
“My Lord worketh hitherto, and I 
work!” 

Greenszoro, N. C. 


“ 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 15) 


1, The word “‘straightway” or the similar 
word “immediately,” which occur in verses 
10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 28, and in verse 29 as 
“forthwith.” 

2. On the western shore. 

3. See Matthew 4:21, 22. 


4. This is a clear case of demon posses- 
sion. See verse 34 and James 2:19. Let 
us not minimize the power of the Lord Jesus 
over demons as Satan’s emissaries. 

5. See John 4: 46-54; Matthew 8: 5-13; 
Luke 9: 37-43. 

6. The healing of the sick is a matter to 
be submitted to our heavenly Father in 
prayer, trusting him wholly to do his will. 
Not every saint has been healed in answer 
to prayer. Paul was not relieved of his 
thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7). The best 
book on this whole subject is a very recent 
one by Dr. Henry W. Frost of the ina 
Inland Mission called “Miraculous Healing” 
(Harper and Bros., New York, ss The 
book gives a very devout, sane, and careful 
Scriptural study of the whole question. 


_ 7. The early morning prayer *time is of 
inestimable value. Any experiment with this 
will abundantly prove itself. 


8._Many can testify that prayer is some- 


‘times better than’ sleep and more restful, 


because of the quiet time alone with God, 


‘and the fresh draft upon our spiritual. re- 


sources. 

9. Just take a reference Bible and turn 
to a number of incidents in this Gospel of 
Mark and try to visualize to yourself what 
it meant for the Lord to respond'-to so 
many calls, and to find time for. adequate 
rest. What would you do under the cir- 
cumstances of a very crowded, busy life? 

10. See chapter 10: 45. 


b 


It is sometimes hard, but never impos- 
sible, to reconcile cross providences with 
the presence of God and His favor.— 
Matthew Henry, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 22. Dangers of Living Just for Things. 
Luke 12 : 13-34. 

Jan. 29. What Good Is Our Church Doing? 
Matt. §:13-16. (Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) 

Feb. 5. How Shall We Determine Our Ideals? 
Psa. 119 : 129-136; Matt. 5:1-9. (Christian 
Endeavor Day.) 

Feb. 12. When Is Friendship Christian? Acts 
9:26, 27; John 1g: 13. 





Sunday, January 15 


How Unselfish Should We Be? 
(Matt. 16 : 21-27) 





Mon.—Unselfish Abram (Gen. 13 : 5-12). 

Tues.—Moses’ great heart (Num, 11 : 24- 
30). 

Wed.—Paul’s principle (1 Cor. 10 : 32, 33). 

Thurs.—“‘Even unto death” (Rom. 16: 2- 





| 5). 
Fri.—All for a friend (1 Sam. 23 : 16-18). 
}] Sat.—Christ’s idea (Matt. 20 : 25-28). 











How may our unselfishness harm others? 
What is wrong with being selfish? 


How does Christian unselfishness show it- 
self in missions? 


HE Rev. W. L. Mackenzie tells the 

story of an Egyptian architect who 
was commissioned by one of the Pha- 
raohs to build a lighthouse at the mouth 
of the Nile River. On a piece of rock 
duly selected, the architect erected the 
beacon. Engraved upon the cement that 
covered the outside of the lighthouse was 
the name of Pharaoh. In a few years, 
however, the effects of the wind and rain 
had worn away the cement and Pharaoh’s 
name had vanished. Then it was dis- 
covered that the wily architect had en- 
graved his own name in the masonry be- 
neath. , 


Is it possible that, as Christians, we 
may outwardly work for the glory of 
God, yet, could the underlying motive 
be laid bare, our own glory would be seen 
to be the real aim? Our topic this week 
should challenge us to think carefully of 
the motives that prompt our Christian 
work. It should lead us to ask God to 
show us if we are merely doing things 
for the credit we hope to receive from 
others rather than from the pure motive 
of love for him. 

We cannot, of course, know the motive 
that was in Simon Peter’s heart when he 
sought, in our lesson verses, to hinder the 
Lord from going to the cross, Mingled 
with his expectation of temporal glory 
in the setting up of the Lord’s kingdom, 
there may have indeed been a real love 
for the Lord Jesus that shrank from 
seeing him suffer, Nevertheless, we know 
from the Lord’s reply that the impulse 
in Peter’s heart to hinder his Lord came 
from Satan, and, therefore, was not pure 
unselfishness. 

ee 


But what iis inherently wrong in self- 
ishness? Are not Christians to be am- 
bitious for advancement or to seek those 
temporal things that make for comfort 
and happiness? The great wrong in self- 
ishness is that it puts in the place that 
should be occupied by the Lord Jesus 
Christ the idol of self. Once the idol of 
self is enthroned in the heart the whole 
life becomes permeated with its cancer- 
ous growth and every decision is made 
with the prejudiced thought of self. 

God’s' plan forthe life is just the op- 
posite. God knows that with self in con- 
trol life is bound to be a shipwreck, no 


amassed or what fame may be obtained. 
The rich fool with his possessions, and 
the rich young ruler with his money and 
pride of position were alike spiritually 
bankrupt and headed for destruction. 
God’s plan is the eternal paradox that 
the Lord Jesus proclaimed in our lesson 
verses. If we would gain life, we must 
lose it for Christ’s sake. This does not 
mean that we are to die the death of a 





’ 


matter what temporal things may be ~ 
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martyr. But it does mean that we are 
to die to self. We are to come to the 
place where we are willing to lay down 
at the feet of the Lord Jesus our own 
plans and ambitions, our possessions, our 
pride, and our desire to run our lives 
for ourselves, and to place the control in 
his hands and look to him by faith to 
guide and direct us. This is what it is 
to deny self and take up the cross, the 
badge of the crucifixion of self. Once 
self has been crucified, we are then to 
follow obediently in the way that God 
has planned for us. 


The harmful effects of the selfish life 
never stop within itself. They are 
bound to affect others. When some one 
remonstrated with a galley slave who had 
made a hole in the bottom of the boat, his 
reply was, “What difference does it make 
to you? The hole is under my own 
bunk?” Nevertheless, the galley sank 
with all on board. 

We have but to glance about us 
thoughtfully, in the home, or as we go 
about our work, to see that selfishness 
does harm others. Have you ever seen 
a selfish person rudely crowding his or 
her way into a trolley car, utterly ignor- 
ing others who may be seeking to board 
the car? Have you ever noticed anyone 
spread out to take up as much room as 
possible in a car, when others were 
cramped for room, or were perhaps stand- 
ing? Have you never observed anyone 
demanding attention at a department store 
counter to the delay and annoyance of 
others who have been waiting patiently? 
Have you ever observed anyone in the 
home who was willing to let some one 
else do most of the work, while he 
or she light-heartedly tripped away to 
enjoy a good time? 


These are just a few of the ways in 
which selfishness harms others. Many 
others will doubtless occur to you. But 
there is one great harm that selfishness 
does to others that perhaps many of us 
will have to give serious account for. 
What about the selfishness that considers 
our own comfort or our own plans, while 
millions are dying without ever having 
heard of a Christ who died for them? 

Perhaps you have at some time watched 
a selfish child go off to himself to enjoy 
some bit of cake or candy, undisturbed by 
his companions. We have come to know 
the Lord Jesus ‘Christ. We have shared 
in countless benefits that have come to 
those who belong to him. But what are 
we doing with this great gift that he has 
entrusted to us? Are we content to en- 
joy it alone? Or are we making every 
effort to share our Saviour with others 
who do not know him? 

Let us not forget the solemn warning 
of the last verse in our Scripture portion, 
“For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then he shall reward every man accord- 
ing to his works’ (Matt. 16:27). 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 








The Painted Bunting 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


LWAYS for a bird-lover there is 
some unknown bird waiting just be- 
yond the horizon. I remember when the 
northern raven was one of the strangers 
whom I longed to meet.- A forty mile 
tramp among the mountains of northern 
Pennsylvania and he became one of a list 
of my distinguished acquaintances among 
bird-folk. Then the pileated woodpecker, 
that magnificent black and white bird, 
large as a crow, with a crested, crimson 
head and black and white wings took 
the raven’s place, until I met him, too; 
in a little valley hidden among. the peaks 
of Seven Mountains: 
The cerulean warbler I finally found in 
Pennsylvania near the border of West 
Virginia. . Then came the yellow-billed 
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fairyland above the indigo waters which 
encircle the Bermudas. The white ibis, 
with its long, decurved yellow bill, I met 
in the depths of the Okefinokee Swamp, 
a great flock white as snow glistening in 
the sun, with each stroke of their gleam- 
ing wings punctuated by their black tips. 


So it goes on and year by year there! 


is always a new bird waiting for me. 

A year or so ago one of my bird-loving 
friends from Charleston told me about 
his favorite bird in that old city, within 
whose limits more rare and _ beautiful 
birds are to be found than, I venture 
to say, in any other city in the United 
States. He described for me a bird all 
indigo blue, golden green, and dull, rich 
red, the painted bunting, which the early 
settlers in the Carolinas named the non- 
pareil, the bird which has no equal. 

Several times after I heard of it, I 
was in the South and tried to get a 
glimpse of this brilliant and beautiful 
stranger, Always, however, I was in the 
Southern States during the winter or in 
the early spring when the painted bunt- 
ing was in the Brazils with many another 
exile from the North. 

Then came a chance last spring to 
travel to Florida by boat and stop at 
Charleston on the way back and meet 
the nonpareil for myself. 

There were days of sailing through 
silver seas beneath a cloudless sky and 
nights when the full moon rose like a 
bubble of pale flame above the crested 
waves and made a path of gold across 
the dark shimmering water. There were 
flying fish like silver dragon flies, that 
leaped out of the water and flew so long 
as their fins were wet. Now and then 
herring gulls came drifting by in swift 
unhurried flight, and there were kitti- 
wakes and once a poor little white- 
throated sparrow pursued the boat for 
miles far out of sight of land and at 
last took refuge near the spare anchor 
at the bow where I fed him crumbs and 
hoped that he would gain strength enough 
to fly on to the mountains of the North, 
where he belonged. 

In Florida we stayed at Fernandina, a 
sleepy old Spanish town on Amelia 
Island. There we spent long days far 
out in the ocean fishing, and caught 
banded angel-fish with prim, puckered-up 
little mouths, silver whiting, and livid, use- 
less sea-catfish, with dangerous, venomous 
spines. There, too, I caught a hammer- 
headed shark and a sand shark, and a 
venomous stingaree, to my _  friend’s 
amusement. 

We saw beautiful royal terns with red 
bills and white, black-tipped wings, dive 
from mid-sky after fish. On the jetty 
were knots, with robin-red breasts, and 
there were willets and cormorants and 
turnstones, calicobacks, as we used to 
call them up in New England. 

Of all the Florida birds which I met, 
the ones that I liked best were the brown 
pelicans. Just at sunrise as we started 
fishing three or four of them would fly 
slowly across the water, big, clumsy birds 
with long bills and big pouches, yet won- 
derful fliers. Sometimes they would dip 
just low enough to cut off the crests 
of the waves and then swing up in a 
long, graceful, easy curve. Once, as we 
were fishing, a little company of six flew 
past and to our intense surprise one 
detached himself from the flock and flew 
down and alighted on the stern of the 
boat. He had been tamed by our guide 
the year before, and although he had 
gone back to join his wild brothers, yet 
always, when his old master came by, 
he would recognize him and visit with 
him for a few moments. We tossed little 
silver mullets to him, and he caught them 
with resounding snaps of his hooked beak, 
making a little bow after each fish. Then 
when he was full-fed, he snapped his 


beak twice like a pistol-shot, to say good- ! 


by, and flew away. 

Among all of these birds, however, I 
saw no sign of the nonpareil. On the 
way back I stopped at Charleston and 
stayed with my friend in a two-hun- 
dred-year-old house on Legare Street. 
In his yard, filled with bamboo, palmetto, 
pecan, and rose of Sharon trees, which 
I had- only seen as small shrubs in the 
North, he. promised -to show me.a painted 


_tropic bird, flying like an escape “from | bunting, but alas, none appeared. 





The next day, in company with two 
more bird-experts, we covered many miles 
of country, and although we saw many 
new and interesting birds, yet never a 
painted bunting. Hour after hour went 
by, and my train-time drew nearer and 
nearer. At last we turned reluctantly 
toward home, and I began to believe that 
the nonpareil and myself were not fated 
to meet. 

Then, just as we were whirling into 
the middle of the city, we came to the 
entrance to an old plantation, now a city 
park, and drove in there as a last resort. 
Up an avenue of live oak trees we walked 
and suddenly saw _ several greenish- 
brown birds, which my friend assured me 
were the females of the nonpareil. That, 
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of course, was better than nothing, but 
a poor substitute for the brilliant bird 
I had hoped to meet. Then, as we turned 
a bend we heard a song something like 
that of the indigo bunting, and there on 
a little limb close to the road sat the 
nonpareil himself. Never have I seen a 
bird so brilliant and at the same time 
with such rich, beautiful blended colors. 
His head and the sides of his neck were 
indigo-blue, his back was golden green, 
and the rest of him a rich cinnabar-red. 

I watched him until the hands of my 
watch warned me that I must go, and 
my last memory. of Charleston was a 
glimpse of that brilliant bunting singing 
in a live oak tree, 

Haverrorp, Pa, 
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Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Can you suggest something attractive in 
the way of a b day poster for the winter 
months? 

HIS one is especially good for De- 

cember. A small artificial tree was 
placed on a stand and the children told it 
was the birthday calendar for the Christ- 
mas month. Each child was asked to 
bring-as many tree ornaments as he was 
years old and hang them on the tree. 
Then, just before Christmas, the orna- 
ments were carefully packed and given 
to a family of children who otherwise 
would have had to go without bright 
trimmings on their tree. The idea of 
giving rather than receiving on the birth- 
day Sunday was quite appropriate for 
the holiday teaching. 

In another school the Christmas tree 
idea was used by having a poster show- 
ing an evergreen. Little colored stars 
and Christmas seals were pasted to the 
branches as each birthday was cele- 
brated, — an ornament for each year. 

In another school the idea of giving 
the child a home-made birthday card, 
showing a Christmas tree trimmed with 
as many ornaments as the child was 
years old, was tried. The ornaments 
were seals pasted to the branches. 


I should like a suggestion about making 
our offering exercise more interesting. The 
children seem to tire of dropping their pen- 
nies into the dish and singing the song. 


WONDER if you have the right atti- 
tude toward this part of your program. 
It is a part of the worship service and 
is not an “exercise.” The children ought 
to realize the joy of bringing a gift to 


the Lord, and not have the idea of giving |. 


pennies to Sunday-school emphasized. 
“Love gifts,” not pennies, is what we 
bring, and we bring our offering because 
of our love. I like the idea of having 
plates or boxes passed while the children 
are in session, before they go to their 
classes. Then the offering is brought to 
the desk, just as in church it is taken to 
the pulpit, and dedicated to the work of 
the Lord. A verse or two of Scripture 
may precede the passing of the plates, then 
a prayer of consecration by the teacher, 
followed perhaps by a verse of some ap- 
propriate giving song. If you are tied 
to the old song, “Hear the Pennies Drop- 
ping,” change the word “pennies” to “love 
gifts,” and see if it doesn’t sound better. 
The little verse in “The Child’s First | 
Songs in Religious Education,” by) Louise 
M. Oglevee (Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication, Philadelphia, 90 cents), is beau- 
tiful : 
Since my heavenly Father gives me every- 
thing, 
Lovingly and gladly now my gift I bring. 
In “The Call to Praise” (Hall-Mack, 
Co., 2047 Arch St., Philadelphia, 35 cents) 
are several good offering prayers set to 
music, such as the following: 


Jesus, to Thee our offering 
With glad and thankful hearts we bring. 


Another : 


We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whatever the gift may be, 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 





We want something quite different from 
the program we have been following when 
celebrating birthdays. Our verse is the old 
“We wish you a happy birthday” greeting, 
followed by dropping the pennies in the box. 
This we have been doing for years and want 
a change. ; 
HERE is a pretty service used by a 

school in Kentucky. The birthday 
chairs used by the honored children are 
decorated.each Sunday to correspond with 
the room decorations. For instance, when 
the Easter decorations are in place, then 
several white crépe paper lilies are fast- 
ened to the back of the chair; at Christ- 
mas time holly or poinsettia is used, and 
so on throughout the different seasons. 
The birthday child selects a little friend 
to hold the bank, and this “page” stands 
behind the chair until ready to present the 
bank. As the child is seated one of the 
teachers rises and says: 


We sing you a birthday ‘song, my dear, 
A birthday song for you. 

We wish much happiness to you, my dear, 
And we wish things good and true. 

Wishing would not be enough, my dear, 

e’ll make that wish come true, 

We'll pray that God may bless you, dear, 

Each day the whole year through. 


Then the entire class sings “Happy birth- 
day to you, Happy birthday to you, Happy 
birthday, dear Helen, Happy birthday to 
you,” using the familiar tune, “Good 
morning to you.” 
With bowed heads all unite in praying: 
Father, bless the birthday child, 
Keep her safe, we pray; 
Make her pure, and meek, and mild, 
And more like Christ each day. 


Now the little “page” comes forward 
and holds the bank while the birthday gift 
is made, 





I am grieved at the lack of co-operation 
and cordiality among the teachers and pupils 
in my Primary Department. It seems to be 
each group for itself. How can this be 
overcome? 


OMETIMES this condition is brought 

about by too much rivalry among the 
teachers. In turn they tty to introduce 
some new plan which will outclass any 
that has gone before, and before one 
is quite awake to what is going on, there 
is the spirit of competition and unfriend- 
liness. Perhaps if you try the plan fol- 
lowed in a Texas school this situation 
may be bettered. Here there is a con- 
stant effort put forth to interest every 
class in every ther. For example, when 
a new class enters the dapartment from 
the Beginners room, one or two classes 
will unite in giving a little week-day 
party for the newcomers. When a class 
is to be promoted, the same thing occurs, 
— some class is hostess to the graduates 
and gives a party. At Christmas or 
Easter time, the classes exchange home- 
made cards or gifts. Valentines, too, are 
exchanged... At the parties the children 





Thy blessing give, dear Lord, for we 
And all we have belong to Thee. 


themselves plan the games, refreshments, 




















Lesson for January 15 


and favors. It.is their welcome or fare- 
well to a group in their own department. 
And because of this plan there is always 
the best feeling toward one another. “If 
you want to be happy, be good,” ran the 
old copy book line, and it applies to our 
work in the Sunday-school. Do some- 
thing for somebody else, and you will al- 
ways be interested in them. Try it. 

As Valentine Sunday is so near, why 
not have the classes exchange names and 
each remember some child in the depart- 
ment with a “love token”? 





Is it advisable to have some one in the 

Primary room to greet new chi or 
strangers,— some one who is not teaching 
or engaged in other work? As we are organ- 
ized now, every worker has her specific duties 
to perform, and from the desk I sometimes 
see that visitors are neglected. 
‘A. SCHOOL in Texas has. an official 
hostess for the Primary Department. 
This woman, who is wonderfully well 
‘suited to this task, would make a very 
poor teacher, but she is fine where she 
is. She greets every child as he enters 
the door, and her charming smile puts 
the shy child at ease. When a new 
child arrives, he receives a cordial wel- 
come and is made to feel at home. Should 
a parent visit the room, he or she is 
welcomed with cordiality. If visitors 
come to inspect the department, she is 
ready to greet them and to explain any 
detail of the work. This relieves the 
superintendent and teachers of responsi- 
bility; they are not called upon to dis- 
arrange a program in order to be cour- 
teous to a guest. It is a good plan in 
many ways to have an official hostess for 
the department, 


We are raising money for a new church 
building. What is a good form of entertain- 
ment that ‘the Primary Department can put 
on: to raise the amount it has pledged? 


W HY raise your pledge by a money- 
‘Y making entertainment? Aside from 
the spiritual question involved in raising 
money in this way, just what does it do 
for the children? They miss the real 
significance of bringing into the Lord’s 
treasury an offering for his new house. 
I know of one place where a miniature 
church bank has been used for several 
years in the Primary Department. Each 
Sunday, as a definite part of the worship 
service, the children come forward and 
drop in their gift of self-denial money. 
When the new church was dedicated one 
small boy proudly brought his father into 
the Primary room and*showed him “my” 
church, “for,” said he, “I have been bring- 
ing. my own money here every Sunday 
for a long time to build this church, and 
now a part of it belongs to me.” Proud? 
That little chap is the proudest boy in 
the city. Here stands his church, — the 
church he helped to build. And he is 
going to see to it that nothing is damaged 
around the premises; he is going to take 
pride in keeping every corner neat and 
clean. 

Quite different might have been his 
attitude had he taken part in an entertain- 
ment given to raise money for the build- 
ing. He would have missed the posses- 
sive feeling he now has. 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 
Former Chairman of the Home Lepartment 
Committee of the International Sunday Schoo 

ation . 
How am I to get some new Visitors? Our 
community has grown rapidly and now I 
need three or four new Visitors. Every one 
I have approached, has refused, and several 
of them feel that it takes very special prep- 
aration to visit the homes and that the work 
is too hard. I never had y special prep- 
aration, and yet I have erfoyed the work, 
and believe that I have-done some good. Is 
there any new method now in use? I have 
attended several Sunday-school conventions, 

but have received no help along this line. 


eae problem. of getting workers for 
any department of the church is as 
old as the church itself, and there is no 
pushbutton road to success. There are 
some things you should not do. Never 
go from one to another begging them 
to become a Visitor. That is bad psy- 
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chology, and it cheapens the work. Never 
delegate to a Visitor or even to a Sun- 
day-school official the task of securing 
new Visitors. That is your most im- 
portant duty as a superintendent. Never 
discuss your difficulties in getting a Visi- 
tor, and never wait until you need them 
to look for them. I always have two 
or three in mind even when I apparently 
have no need of them. Then when the 
need appears I begin praying for God’s 
definite selection. I never disclose these 
names to my council, but I frequently 
intimate that there are several ladies who 
will be glad to join our Home Depart- 
ment Council when a vacancy occurs or 
a new district is formed. When they 
have said to me, “What will you do when 
So-and-So moves,” I have always been 
ready with my answer, “The Lord has 
already provided for it, and you will be 
delighted when you find what a fine new 
Visitor will be with us at our next meet- 
ing.’ I have never asked anyone to be 
a Visitor on the spur of the moment, nor 
have I ever asked anyone to help me 
out. I have waited before the Lord with 
the names, and: when I was certain of 
his will I have gone to my prospect and 
said, “I don’t want you to give me your 
answer now. I have prayed about it for 
weeks, and I want you to think it over, 
then go to the Lord and give him your 
answer. Whatever you answer him will 
satisfy me.” I have never found his 
leading to fail, and sometimes I have had 
an immediate and joyous acceptance. 

Remember it is his Word and his work. 
Let him choose the Visitors. He will if 
you will give him a chance. With refer- 
ence to training for visitation, I would 
suggest that you read my book, “The 
Home Department” (Presbyterian Board 
of Publication, Philadelphia, 60 cents). 
Chapter five is especially helpful for the 
Visitor. 





A shut-in member in my district is always 
asking me for something to do for the de- 
partment she loves so much. She has been 
an active member in the past, and is still 
eager to work for her Master? Can you 
tell me something she could do in her home? 
She cannot go out at all. 


HERE are several things a shut-in 

could do for the Home Department. 
Give her charge of your correspondence 
group. If some one is in charge of that 
now, give her some active work to do. 
If you have no correspondence group, start 
one. Give her a name or two, she will 
think of others, and you will be surprised 
how rapidly such a group will grow. It 
will bring blessing to many who live at 
a distance, and keep them in touch with 
the home church. As a Visitor of such 
a group she need never leave her home. 
Her duties will be to send the quarterlies 
by mail, receive the report, and prepare 
a written report for the Visitors’ Quarter- 
ly Meeting. She may also send church 
bulletins, special notices, and such remem- 
brances as are given the membership at 
Easter and Christmas, and, if she has 
the time, write personal notes to her 
members several times a year. She will 
find it a blessed work she can do at home 
and still feel that she is active. 

Or, why not make her the Birthday 
Secretary? For this work you will fur- 
nish her with a complete list of all mem- 
bers, their addresses, and the date of 
birth. You will also furnish her wi'h a 
supply of -good birthday cards, and a 
substantial book in which to keep her 
records. Her work would be to arrange 
the names according to the calendar, to 
send the cards on time to reach members 
on the day. Where people live at a dis- 
tance the cards must be sent several days 
before the date. It will please her to find 
how much the cards are appreciated, and 
how much this simple service is enjoyed. 
My secretary received a tender letter 
from Ireland where one of our members 
has gone to live, in response to a birthday 
card. One police officer told me that 
there was a warm glow in his heart after 
receiving a card on his birthday. This 
would be a splendid work for a shut-in. 


We should be a puzzle to the outsiders, 
a terror to the Devil, a joy to Him who 
bought us with His blood.—Dr. Charles 
Inwood, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





(Department continued from page 677) 


Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I wonder if you can 
help me, and I wonder, too, if many girls 
have to write to you with a problem’ like 
mine? I have been married ten years; when 
I was married I was saved, but did not have 
the light on spiritual things that I have to- 
day. My husband professed to be saved, but 
I have found out to my terrible sorrow that 
it was only to get me. I thought I was in 
the will of the Lord when I married, but, oh, 
I see now that I could not have been. 

My husband drinks terribly. All the time 
that I have been going through this trouble, 
I kept thinking that my husband would turn 
to Christ, but since Government Control came 
to our province I certainly have been living 
an awful life with him, and when I try to 
talk to him he just tells me to get out if 
I don’t like it. Would it be right to leave 
my husband? My nerves are in a terrible 
condition, and sometimes I think I will lose 
my reason. There are other things, too, 
which are beyond the telling. I long to get 
away where there is peace and quietness. If 
Christian girls only knew what a terrible 
thing they are doing when they marry out 
of the will of God! All the love I ever had 
for my husband is gone—A DISTRACTED 
CANADIAN CHRISTIAN. 

EAR READER: Yours is a sad 

letter indeed, and your problem a 
weighty one. As God looks down upon 
you, do you see ‘how his heart is throb- 
bing with love for you and desire that 
you should take him at his word, “Cast 
thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall 
sustain thee” (Psa. 55:22). These beau- 
tiful passages are of little use to us un- 
less we apply them when we are in need. 
Listen to another: “For in the time of 
trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he 
hide me; he shall set me up upon a 
rock” (Psa. 27:5). Here is your chance 
to try these out, and to find out just 
how much help God can give to you. 
Do you believe in his power, and his 
OmnIPOTENCE? Is there anything too 
hard for him? I read in Jeremiah 32: 17, 
“Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast made 
the heaven and the earth by thy great 
power and stretched out arm, and there 
is nothing too hard for thee.” Can you 
grasp this, or rather, will you grasp this? 
Ask God to help you understand how he 
is waiting to help you over this seeming 
insurmountable mountain of sorrow. He 
can do it and will, but you must not 
allow the billows to roll over you, you 
must take God at his word and believe 
and see him perform this wonderful 
change in your life and your husband’s. 
He can break the fetters of sin which 
bind your husband, and you can pray 
them away and see him a free man, in 
Christ Jesus. I know just how impos- 
sible this all seems to you now, but 
when you see the power of God at work, 
you will then realize what a God you 
worship, and how mighty ‘he is. 

“Leave your husband” you ask? How 
easy it would be for me to say yes to 
you, but oh, how could I? “For better, 
for worse” rings in my ears, and how 
could I tell you to do it? Divorce is 
the ‘curse of our land, and I am sure 
it is of your land, too, so I would so 
much rather have you run under the 
“pavilion and hide,” while he answers 
your prayers. And he will! I have 
seen it done, and I have seen men loosed 
from the bondage of sin, which was drag- 
ging them down, and faithful wives prayed 
them into the heart of God! Oh, my 
friend, don't give up, but trust in God, 
and bring this man to his knees by con- 
tinued prayer. Again let me call your 
attention to the word of God, “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble: / will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Psa. 
50:15). Can anything be clearer than 
that? Will you put God to the test? 
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I hope some of the girls who are 
trifling, in high school and college, will 
be saved from future pain by reading 
your letter. In this day of careless think- 
ing on liquor among the young, we need 
to read of an experience like yours to 
cause us to think! One more thing I 
want you to consider: God is able to 
keep us in peace, for he said, “My peace 
I give unto you,” “Let not your heart be 
troubled”; he will not fail you, nor for- 
sake you, but will be gracious to you. 
Will you read his promises, and test him 
in the answer? There is victory for 
you. Will you wait upon the God who is 
able, and bring your husband to the foot 
of the cross, through your prayers, and 
the prayers of any others who will pray 
for you and with you? Take Ephesians 
3:20 and expect God to be true to his 
promises, and he will not fail youl 





With the New Books 





The Romances of the Presidents. By 
Bessie White Smith. (Lothron, Lee, and 
Shepard Co., Boston, $2.50.) All of us 
are interested in whatever affects the lives 
of our Presidents, and in no avenue of 
their lives is this interest more keen than 
in their love affairs. All of our thirty 
Presidents experienced romantic love, and 
all but one, James Buchanan, were mar- 
ried. In this book, “The Romance of 
the Presidents,” the author has brought 
together the stories of the courtship and 
married life of all the Presidents from 
Washington to. Hoover. She has shown 
how the noble sweethearts and wives of 
great men wield an influence for good 
which can never be measured. The ro- 
mances of our Presidents and their ideals 
of love and marriage as portrayed in 
this delightful book are wholesome and 
worthy of emulation by our young peo 
ple today. As the author writes in her 
preface, “No son or daughter of America 
should be ignorant of the splendid histori- 
cal experiences of their national ancestors, 
who by their virtues stamped their influ- 
ence upon the era in which they lived, 
and became benefactors of all the suc- 
ceeding generations of this great Republic 
they helped to build.” .The book is beau- 
tifully bound and contains twenty-nine 
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full-page portraits of the wives of the 
Presidents, 


Sand or Rock? Chats with Boys and 
Girls about Many Things. By Edith 
Goreham. (Thynne and Co., Ltd, White- 
friars St., Fleet St, E. C. 4, London, 
Eng., 1 shilling net:) “Now I want to 
talk to you with my pen about the most 
beautiful temple in all the world. You 
own this temple.” At once the children’s 
interest demands a solution to the riddle. 
Whereupon, with many illustrations, Miss 
Goreham unfolds’ God’s mighty ‘truth 
about the temple of the soul, sold to the 
enemy, defiled, and redeemed, And the 
message closes with an earnést appeal 
to the little ones to let the Saviour enter 
and festore their temple. These talks 
ring true to the Scriptures, as T:MmeEs 
readers would expect them to, for Miss 
Goreham’s weekly lesson article “For 
Primary Teachers” in the Times: is a 
familiar guide to those who are teaching 
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boys and gitls {6 build upon the Rock 
of Ages. Though one or two chapters 
may require simplification, most of them 
are adapted to the children’s understand- 
ing. A reference to play life, a strikin; 
true story — and the subject is introduced. 
A live anecdote is interrupted to impress 
a Scriptural truth or to sound a solemn 
warning. A few analogies drawn from 
nature make clear the principle of resur- 
rection. The coming Kingdom is pictured 
in its beauties. And the Bible is the chil- 
dren’s constant handbook. Thus they are 
taught to fear God, and to know the 
Saviour and love his appearing, 


Erich Ohlson. By Elizabeth Von Malt- 
zahn, (William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) Stand- 
ing at the death-bed of a fellow minister 
and listening to his passionate expres- 
sions of regret for not having preached 
Christ and him crucified Erich Ohlsen 
realized that he had no message of com- 
fort for the dying man and that the re- 
ligion he had been preaching himself was 
a mockery. But his devoted wife, Marie, 
pointed the desperate man to the blood 
of Jesus Christ which cleanses from all 
sin, and resting on that fact he died 
happy. For Ohlson there began a terrific 
struggle as he more and more saw the 
hollowness of his own Modernistic be- 
liefs, and that in denying the miraculous 
he had taken the foundation from Chris- 
tianity. Later, finding himself in a dan- 
gerous situation, he was brought back 
to the faith of his father, and from then 
on preached sermons that satisfied the 
hearts of his devoted island people. The 
story is laid on one of the Halligen 
Islands off the coast of Germany, and 
the author has drawn a most interesting 
picture of the life there and of the rug- 
ged character of the People who cling 
tenaciously to the old faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. A certain unnatu- 
ralness of style reminds the reader that 
this is a translation, nevertheless on the 
whole the book is well written and holds 
attention throughout. It is refreshing to 
have a story from the Continent, which 
upholds the truth and points out the dan- 
gers of Modernistic theology. 


Outriders for the King. By W. Thor- 
burn Clark. (Educational Department, 
Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist 
Convention, Richmond, Va., 75 cents.) 
The reader who wants a story of adven- 
ture need not search the shelves of fiction. 
This group of six brief biographies re- 
lates the actual experiences of men of 
God who faced the difficulties and hard- 
ships of pioneer life —even to brave the 
threats of mobs, the assaults of bandits, 
and the terrors of warfare —in order to 
make Christ known to the heathen. The 
heroes of these sketches are prominent 
early missionaries of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, one having been chosen 
from each of six fields: China, Africa, 
Italy, Mexico, Brazil, and Japan. The 
diversity of native life in these widely 
separated regions adds interest to the 
stories. Many a ludicrous situation arises 
to smooth the rugged path of the mission- 
ary, and a miraculous escape often pre- 
sents its humorous aspect. It is regret- 
table that, with so many absorbing 
details gathered into these few pages, the 
records of conquest for the Master do 
not include specific experiences in soul- 
winning. The reader is grateful, how- 
ever, for the faith, courage, and conse- 
cration of these valiant soldiers of the 
cross, and for their repeated testimony 
to God’s protecting care. Their lives are 
a challenge to the youth of today to be 
ready to forsake all else and follow 
Christ. 


The Junior Plan Book. By Louise M. 
Oglevee. (Standard Publishing Co., Cin- 
cinnati, $1.) The Junior worker of 
many happy years’ experience will in 
time gather together a host of plans and 
programs that have been found success- 
ful. A number of such plans have 
been brought together in a book full of 
fascinating suggestion that will be a 
welcome addition to the equipment of any 
worker with children of the Junior age. 
There is a distinctly spiritual and Scrip- 
tural touch running throughout this vol- 
ume, which has been aptly described as 
“Tried suggestions for a trying age.” 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 


ool Lessons, issued by the In‘ tional 
Sunday School Lesson Contmlttes.” - 


January 9 to 15 * : 
Mon.—Mark 1 : 21-28, Working with Authority. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The demonstra- 
tion of the divine authority of our Lord 
appears both in his Word and his work. 
He spoke with authority, and “not as the 
scribes”; and evidenced his authority by 
what he did. “Never man spake like 
this man” (John 7:46). He used the 
common language, but it was attended 
by the uncommon power of the Spirit of 
God. Here is God’s pattern for every 
minister of the Gospel. Paul followed 
this pattern, He says, “My speech and 
my preaching was ... in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power” (1 Cor, 2: 
4). Pray for the devoted missionaries 
of pioneer spirit who plan to penetrate 
the hitherto unreached head waters of 
a mighty river of Borneo, where they 
will attempt to give the Gospel to the 
head hunters who have never seen a white 
man, 


Tues.—Mark 1: 29-35. Healing and Praying. 

PrayER Succestions: The threefold 
ministry of Christ was teaching, preach- 
ing, and healing. The healing ministra- 
tions of the Lord Jesus attested his Mes- 
siahship and his deity. He “went about 
doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God was with 
him” (Acts 10: 38, R. V.). Virtue went 
out of him in his healing ministry, and 
as Son of man he found refreshment in 
prayer. (See v. 35, and Mark 5: 30.) 
Pray today for all “Chefooites” —the 
children of missionaries, chiefly of the 
China Inland Mission, who are or have 
been students in the mission schools at 
Chefoo, China. 


Wed.—Mark 1 : 36-45. Preaching and Healing. 
Prayer Succestions: A_ night of 
prayer preceded the ministry of Christ 
throughout Galilee (see v. 35). There 
was a “must preach ... to other cities” 
in his commission (see Luke 4: 43). All 
the synagogues opened to him during this 
time of his popularity. His healing min- 
istry brought him everywhere into favor 
and fame. But alas, the work'of God is 
often seen in some in whom the JV ord of 
God has comparatively little place. The 
leper was disobedient. He gladly received 
the blessing of the Lord but was not 
willing to follow the orders of the Lord. 
Pray for all medical missionaries min- 
istering to the people suffering spiritually 
and physically in the regions beyond. 
Remember the work of the Regions Be- 
vond Missionary Union, founded by the 
late Rev. H.- Grattan Guinness, 18 Wo- 
burn Square, London, W. C. 1, Eng. 


Thurs.—Hebrews 5: 1-10. 
The Prayer Life of Jesus. 
Prayver SucGceEsTions: For light on the 
prayer life of the Lord Jesus read also 
the first verses of the fiftieth chapter of 
Isaiah. In his high-priestly ministry 
Christ represents his people before God. 
This is the reverse of his ministry as 
prophet in which he represented God to 
the people (see Deut. 18:15-19). His 
prayer life in the days of his flesh com- 
mands thoughtful, reverent attention, and 
is an example to us. “He ever liveth to 
make intercession” for us (Heb. 7: 25). 
Pray that a revival of the spirit of 
prayer may come upon the people of God. 
Remember the needs of the Toronto Jew- 
ish Mission, 366 Bay Street, Toronto 2, 
Cutario, Can. Mr. Alexander McLean, 
Missionary. 


Fri.—Matthew 6 : 25-34. 
God’s Regard for the Body. 
PraYErR SucGcestions: The body and 
its needs are of interest to God. As a 
Christian it is your privilege to live with- 
out anxiety as regards physical necessities. 
“In nothing be anxious; but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
* giving let your requests be made known 








(Lesson for Jan, 15) DECEMBER 31, 1932 


unto God. And the peace of which 
passeth all understanding, shall guard 
your hearts and your thoughts.in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:6, 7, R. V.). 


The birds without barn or storehouse are 
From ‘them aot us learn to trust for our 
ead; 4 
His saints what is fitting shall ne’er be 

denied, 


So fong as it is written, “The Lord will 
: —John Newton. 


provide.’ 

Pray for the League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents, the Rev. William J. Jones, General 
Secretary, Huntington, Ind. The League 
is @ continent-wide organisation of stu- 
dents, with groups of affiliating students in 
more than forty schools and colleges. 
Sat.—James 5:11-20. Prayer and Health. 

Prayer Succestions: The Lord de- 
sires that physical and spiritual prosper- 
ity shall go together (see 3rd John 2). 
When this is not the case, patience, self- 
examination, and prayer in keeping with 
the Word of God is the rule of action 
for the Christian. Private and social 
prayer have their place at such times. 
Where sin is the cause of the disciplin- 
ary distress, confession, cleansing, and 
cure are apparently God’s order. “The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). For 
correct views on the doctrine of physical 
healing examine all the Scriptures on 
that subject, invoking the guidance of the 
Spirit of God. Pray for Dr. Charles Er- 
nest Scott, well-known missionary to’ 
China, and author, who has just recently 
returned to his station at Tsinanfu, 
Shantung, China, 


Sun.—Isaiah 61: 1-6. The Messiah’s Ministry. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Messiah’s 
ministry has in mind the Jew, the Gentile, 
and the Church of. God. Today is the 
“acceptable year of the Lord.” ‘The day 
of vengeance is coming for the nations 
that know not God. The kingdom.prom- 
ised shall be ultimately established for 
a restored Israel. Our Lord opened to 
this passage in the synagogue at Naz- 
areth, but he stopped with the words, 
“To preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord” (Luke 4:19). That “year” con- 
tinues. This fact emboldens faith in the 
final fulfillment of the other features in 
prophecy, Pray for the various. missions 
giving Gospel testimony to Israel: Pray . 
for the branches of the Hebrew Christian 
Alliance in America, Jacob Peltz, :Gen- 
eral Secretary, 4530 North Menard Ave- 
nue, Chicage. 
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